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mm, ade ey Hark; 80 you Fve' fant, 
O Thee Lines before it, © likewiſe preſent, 


My Friend, read ofa Nini, that doth all Friends xcred: 
A Friend, that loves His, in all Times of Needs _ 
A Friend, whole Kindriels'atid Ius Truth ne're fail; 
A Friend, whoſe Power and Int'reſt e' re prevails. 
Read of a B#ideproom, that duth all excel; - _ 
And miay'y6u!- with the Virgin lobe Bim well! 
May you, with Salem's Daughters, ſeet him too: 
id never reft, till Cbriſt, as yours, you know! 
And may the Spirit, to you Chriſt's Glory few, 
By ſome one Line, your Friend did write for you! ³⸗- 
How bleft wou'd be that Morn, that Day how bright, 
If Cbrit, and you, were join d in Love's Delight! 
Were you ſo join d, that you might never part; 
*T would be the Joy, and Gladneſs of my Heart, 
Oh! might He have you, as his Bride: Then IJ, 
As th'Bridegroom's Friend, ſhould joy exceedingly ! 
T*endear your Soul to Him: This was my End, 4 
In what, from th' Spouſe*s Lips, for you, I penn d. 
And might I ſee you marry d to the Lon uod, 
Twou'd be my Life, my Crown, my great Reward! 7 
Read then, my Friend, This Story of Chriſt's Loe: 
Who knows but th' Spirit, may tell you*t from above? 
If while you read Chriſt's Beauties, Him you ſpy : 58 
Twill make you happy to Eternity 1 ' 
DOS TIS A n 
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For his ſweet Bridegroom, 's fill'd with Love to th' 
And lets none die, who fall in Love with Him; { Brim: 
To them, he gives himſclf, his Life, his Store! 
And makes them blef, both mw. and evermore! 


And now, that Chriſt, your happy Lot may be: 
That you may bare his full Felicity: 
That His may be the Glory: Ours the Joy: 
So, my dear Friend, your Friend for you, Both ply) 
So be 't] I fay. Lonp! fay, So ſhall it be. 
And we'll rail Heallelujabs'unto the! 
We'll bleſs thy Name. thy Grace well Cd, 
While Time doth laſt, — to e 


My Friend, I'll here, no longer you 8 : 
Lowe be with you! Your Friend, I ſtill remain, 


4 . 


d of Chriſt, Ge. 8 


Jt a LETTER to a FRIEND. 


el 
r 2 
Beg leave to acquaint you, chat it is on my 
Heart, to put you in Remembrance of that De-; 
ſeription the Spouſe gave of her Beloved, in the 
Fifth Chapter of Solomon's Song, from the. 
tenth Verſe, to the Cloſe of the Chapter. And tho? 
I am conſcious of my own Weakneſs, and utter Ina- 
bility, as in, and of myſelf, to ſay any Thing worthy 7 
of your Notice, or for your Profit: Yet I intreat the 
Favour of you to read this Epiſtle, however tedious 
it may ſeem; and patiently attend to the Chatterings 
of a Child, that cannot ſpeak, the Liſpings of a, 
Babe; for loch I am in Knowledge. And the Lord 
grant you an Interpreter, one among a Thouſand ; even 
the bleſſed. Spirit of God, who alone can teach you to 
profit. He can give you the Senſe of my broken 
Language, and make my half Words, plain, and 


intelligible to you: Yea He can give you the e * 4 
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Reality, Excellen 
{ Evidefite, and gfeateſt Demel 
Teachings are efficacious Teachings 4 
Ours are external, his internal, He can 


Ours. 


glorious, Almighty 


61. 
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ration. 


ing of bis "own Words, in a * kightr Senſe, than 
of conceivingy or them. 
Agent, can take of - the 
Things of Chriſt, and 12 them unto you ; To as to i 
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z vaſtly different 


irradiate the darkeſt Soul in an Inſtant, and reveal to 


the weakeſt Babe, thoſe 


glorious' M 


yſteries- of Grace 


and Salvation, in and by Chriſt,” which are hidden 
from this World's wiſe and prudent Ones. He can 


Tra of Go th 


a 


Rays. 


e Soul, and 


as it is in Jeſus, not only in the Reality, and 


ey of its 
it Soul'trans forming Glory, Therefore 
Pather Dope that he would | 
| Gown dom and Revelation in the' Rnowltdg e- of- 
pr" Whom: to eternal,” © 
© oft my own'Inibility! 
Regard;-or” for 
. Advantage; ſo ave! I's much more huhn 
Senſe off my exceeding Unfitneſs to ſay* 
- worthy of the Notice, or becoming 
eat Lob The G 
that the loſtieſt Notes of glotify?d!-Satnes? 


of Angels; and Arch-Angels in! den melt 
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de, 


5 — [ bave” a' deep 


know, is 
Sen 


Ay any Thing worthy' of your 


lory: of Cris, 


Being; but in its Life. giving Effic 
pray to t 
give um you, t 2 


the Glory 
is a Theme 


an TIRE. 


give- it to know the 
his own Ei £9 as the Being, alid 
Brightneſs of the Sun's Body, is known by its glo- 
Yea, he can give us to know the Truth 


cel- 
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sb of eu, ipaticir moſteaiCd EJulllujti, "4 
| EE darations. Who, or what am J, then, 
Warm of the Earth, a vile, ſinful Worm, chat 1 

r e ek of bis In alible 
Slory! And what an amazing Stoop of divine Fae 
I dur is ir, chat. the great {ite an” ſhould have a 
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hildren, that dwell in Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foun« - 
Wation js in the Duſt! Yea, that mee a Body of Sin 
Iwelling in em, which renders their higheſt Service 
mperfect, and as coming from them, a low, incon- 
xderable Thing! There is ſuch a vaſt Diſpro n 
Petween the Glary of Chriſt, the Head of the Church, 
ind the Capacity of that Part of his Body to take it is, . 
* zo dwell in this low Land; That the greateſt Saints 
Yon Earth, when they ſpeak in the Commendation of 
Jim whom ther. Souls love; (tho' according to their 
Peck Conceptions, their apteſt Expreſſions, and 
moſt ardent Affections, are yet ſo far from delineating 
his Glory, that they rather draw a Vail over his itfle 
nite Excellencies. Sp that it may be ſaid of the 
brighteſt Diſplays thereof, made by them, There was _ 
the Hiding of his Gery. As the Prophet ſaid, when 
he had a View of the Glory of God, as having Horns 
coming out' of his Hang: (which were an Emblem of 
the infinite Strength of Him, wha is wonderful in 
Cougnſel, and mighty in Work) Aud there was' the 


2 of bis Power, Hab. 3, 4. Becauſe the Almigh« - 
tineſs at Fehavas, in itſelf, was infinitely beyond me 


brighteſt Diſplays that could be made. 70 it, And 
ſo. is the Glory. of Chrif, infinitely beyond the brighteſt 
Conceptions, or Exprt ſſions of the greateſt Saints | * 
Earth. What then can be ne) from ſuch a h 
28 J. N and Lai of all? Se h , 

ſhould e even ſit down in = OP > He had not n Hy, 


to the Worſtup and Service of his 


. 
F Wit " FI laſt, 1 as He. But, believing his: infinite 1 
Grade, and depending on his Almighty Power, I 
mall proceed to take a little Notice of the Church's 
Deſcription of her Beloved, which we have Song 5. Wl 
10, Sc. And attempt to ie out ſome what of bis * Y 

_ Glory from thence, that can never be fully told; no, 
not by the Tongues of Men, nor of Angels, to the 4 
- innumerable Ages of a bleſt Eternity! For furely, 
my Soul loves bim ; from that Heart- attracting, Soul- 3 
overcoming Di/play I have had of his infinite es, 1 
_ his adorable Excellencies! And yet I am aſham' d that 
I know ſo little of him, am ſo little like him, and can F 
do; or ſay ſo little for him. But as it's the Nature q 
of Love, to delight in liſping out the Praiſes, and 
commending the apprehended Worth of the beloved 
Object; even ſo, would I humbly attempt what! 
firſt propos'd, while herein, I /erve the LORD with 2 
mae * ow G 7 SN 4 Is 


8 ox G v. 10; 11, 12, 13 145 6s 16 


=> 15 Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefe among 
x ten thouſand, _ - 
x His bead is as the moſt fine gold, FRY lock are but, 
| and Black as a raven.” © 
His eyes are as the eyes of doves, by the 1 rivers of 
a water, waſhed with milk, and fit ſet. 
1 His cheeks are. as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers : | 
a bis lips like lilies, droping feweet ſmelling myrrh. 
His bands are as gold-rings ſet with the beryl : bis 
= bel is as bright ivory overlaid with ſapphires, © 
nis legs. are as pillars of marble, 1 upon ſockets 
IK of fine geld: r 15 4 1 _—_— 
1 e ee Gave AA, 


di; 


e ö R 

I I aff five} 725 be is altogether Invely., This in 

8 my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Feruſalem. 

„ © 'This is the Account the Sporſe gives of her Belzved, But 

ol before I take any particular Notice hereof, I would juſt 

y give a Hint of the Nature of this Boot, and of the Occaſion 
of this Account, the Spouſe here gives. | 


As to the Bob# itſelf, it is agreed upon, by thoſe that fear 
God, and have a ſpiritual Underſtanding to difcern his 
Word, and to know his Mind therein: That it is a Part of the 
Sacred Records. Of a divine Original, being given, as all ' 
the other Parts of the Scriptures of "Truth, by the immediate 
Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit of God : and dictated to his 
Servant Solomon, who was the Penman thereof. The Na- 
ture of this Book, is a Song; and on Account of the Excel- 
lency of it, as ſuch, jt is ſtiled, The Song of Songs, which is 
= Solomon's, Ch. T. 1. His Songs, we are told, were a thou- 
= ſand and five, 1 Kings iv. 32. But of all thoſe many Songs, 
| . this was the moſt Excellent: The Song of Songs, And a- 
mong the various Kinds of Songs, This is, an Epithala- 

mium, or Marriage Song. Which, in the Myſtery, and 
Spirituality thereof, reſpects the Heavenly Marriage between 
Chrift, and the Church, And if it ſhould be allow'd, that 
ſome Parts of this Song, were literally true, of King Solo- 
| man's Marriage with Pharaoh's Daughter. Yet even in 
1 thoſe Parts, a Greater than Solomon is here. Even no leſs 
a Perſon, than the Chri/t of God, the Prince of Peace, God's 
, King Solomon, whom he ſet upon his holy Hill of Zion, 
and given to be the Bridegroom of his Church. Who was 
f eſpouſed to him in the everlaſting Covenant, by God. the 
Father's Gift of her-to him as his Bride, and his own volun-- 
tary Acceptance of her as ſuch, at his Father's Hands. 
When, in boundleſs and unchangeable Love, he engag'd 
to take her into an indifloluble Union to Himſelf, in the . 
Conjugal Relation; and to raiſe her up in Time, into an 
actual Love-Union, and Communion' with Himſelf here in 
5 Grace, upon the Bottom of her myſtical Union with him 
4 from” Everlaſting. And who is o eſpouſed to him in 
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all her fadividuals, or the particular Members of the invi- 
fible Church ; when being given. him of the Father in the 
New Birth, and receiv'd by 1 * iving up themſelves 
unto him 'by Faith on their Part, e gives Himſelf to 
them in Covenant-Faithfulneſs on his Part; and raiſeth 
them up into a collective Body, a Church viſible, that 
openly adheres to him in Love as his Spouſe, and makes 
Profeflion of Him, her glorious Lover, as her Lord and 
Huſband. And for the nn thus efoouſed unto Chriſt, - 
and engaged for by him before Time began; and thus 
eſpouſed to him, and raiſed up by him in Time, unto a 
_ viſible, profeſſed Adheſion to bim as his Bride, and Sub- 
85 1 to him as her Bridegroom: He likewiſe of old en- 
| Eaged, That at the End of Time, he would raiſe her up to. 
| bigheſt Union and. Communian with Himſelf in Glory; 
even to an eternal Participation of all thoſe immenſe Riches 
of endleſs Life and Bliſs, which, he bad in Himſelf, and 
ſettled upon Her befor Time began. 

And this he reſolv'd to do, whatever it coſt him. 
Aye, tho* he foreſaw all that Guilt and Defilement, that 
Death and. Wrath ſhe would bring upon herſelf, and be 
expos'd to, by her Fall in the firſt Adam. Yet fo great 
was his Love, that he reſolv'd to put Himſelf, his Great 
Se1.F, in her Room. To take her Nature, to ſtand in 
her Law- Place, to bear her- Sin, and die in her Stead ; 
that ſo he mi ght ſet her free, deliver her from Death, 
and raiſe her up to perfect Life and Glory, in and with 
Himſelf for ever. He refolv'd that nothing ſhould. ſe- 
parate her from that Love Union, on. his Part, he . had 
taken ber in to Himſelf, nor from any of the glorious 
Fruits of it in Communion , which his great Love had 
ordain'd. He would. die. for os rather - than loſe her 
irrecoverably in the Fall. When ſhe had deſerved 
Death, was. under. the AA of OO, ad. muſt 
have dy'd eternally; his Lov 6s en- 
dures it for e even the — K of 20 20 to 

ive ber - Life, And thus, in his 2 Strength, 
& e ae 9 inkpite. 10e et och 
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ve, he breaks out, in Old Teſtament Times, in 
he Views of thoſe vaſt Depths of Miſery ſhe had 
Plung' d herſelf into, and in the Fore-Proſpects of 
hoſe mighty Enemies, he had to conflict with, and 
hoſe mighty Sufferings he muſt endure, if he wou'd 
etch her thence ; reſolving to conquer all. | I will | 


= 
6 


Fanſom them from the Power of the Grave: Iwill re- 
Neem them from Death: O Death, I will be thy Plagues : 
O Grave, I will be thy Deſtruftion ; Repentance ſhall _ 
Pe hid from mine Eyes, Hol. 13. 14. O'Death, as if 
be ſhould ſay, Thou haſt conquer'd my Bride: but 
4 be thy Plagues. I, who am the Prince of Life,. 
will give my ſelf to thy Stroke. Thou ſhalt try thy 
Strength upon M: I'll open my Boſom to thy 
ſharpeſt Darts; a Thought of parting with my Bride, 
of leaving ber under thy Conqueſt, is. a much keener 
Dart, to wound my Heart, than any Thou haſt in 
thy Quiyer. And therefore, ſtrike Mz thro', Bo- 
dy, and Soul; and when thou haſt done thy worſt, 
and brought Me into the Duſt of Death, Pl there- 
by, in the infinite Merit of y Death, ſatisfy God's 
Law and Juſtice, and thereby be % Plagues, thy 
*, Death. And in the Infinity of my Life, having con- 
* quer'd Thee, O Death, I'll take my Bride into ] 
* Embraces, out of thy cruel Hands. And ſo, 0 
* Grave, 'I be ih Deſtruction. Thou haſt got a 
legal Victory over mine: But I' become thy Captive, \- 
I'll take a Lodging with my Bride in the Tomb, And 
* by. becoming a Captive, Ill be 7% Conqueror, I'll 
break thy Bars and Gates, and by the Power of my _ 
* endleſs. Life, 111 ſet her free. Thou canſt not hold 
* Mz; £4 riſe from under thy Dominion, and raiſe - 
ber up myſtically.in my ſelf ; as the Foundation of 
© her perſonal Reſurrection from under iy Power at 
the latter Day, to an endleſs Life, and Glery with 
| © If . X B 2 a me, 


_ 


| (7 


mei be in moſt glorious Triumph, PI be thy 
Thus the Love of 


full, and everlaſting Deftruttion.” 
| Chriſt's Heart, work'd towards his Bride, from the 
Dates of Everlaſting, and all along, throughout the 
| ſucceſſive Ages of the Old Teſtament ; until the ap- 
inted Time of his Incarnation came on. + 


And then, in the ſame infinite Grace and Faith- 


fulneſs, he tops down, to take her Nature into U- 
nion with his divine Perſon ; and therem : fulfils all 
his ancient Engagements. 
comes a Servant, to ſet her free. 


He, Jacob like, 
ſerved for a Wife. 


But, oh, the "tranſcendent Glory of Chrift*s Love ! 


He ſerves, but not, as Jacob, for a beautifu! Bride, 
that had a native Glory in her, to attract his Heart. 


But for a moſt deformed Object, that he might put 
his own Beauty upon her. 


infinite Favour. Thus he ſerved for his Bride. 
perform'd ſuch a Piece of Service for her, in bearing 
her Sin, and (enduring divine Wrath in her Stead ; 


that none of the Creatures, in both Worlds, had they 


join'd all their Forces together, were capable of do- 


ing. And had he not had the Strength of the God. 
bead in him, bath as to Love, and Power, he could 


But, Oh, Behold him on 


never have gone thro" it. 


the Croſs, crying out, 1t 15 finiſhed ! When he had 
drank up the Cup of Wrath, at one mighty Draught; 


which would have coſt bis Bride an Eternity of Mi- 


lar, to; have been [i pping « off, and never could have 


come 


The Lord of Glory, be- 


Aye, not ſeven Years only, but 
his whole Life he ſpent in Service, which ſeemed un- 
to Him but a few Days, for the Love he had to her. 


For a moſt lothſom, filthy 
Creature, that he might cleanſe, and make her lovely, i 
For one that was fill'd with Eumity againſt him, that 
he might conquer her Hatred, and ſecure her Love, 
by the amazing, all conquering Diſplays of his own 
Aye, 


- — 3 q 


a N — * * 


"he 


\ * n n , 
e 3 a _ . "> wy my * 7 a 
SEND nn ooo ions > bend © ** - wa 


1 r o Y 
> wn . 3 * 1 „ - . 
* 4 2 *. - . d * OY * 
1 - E Y 4 * w a 
> n g — 
» mt. 


GT * 
e — 
= a 
2 wn vow. * + 


| [13] 5 
come at the Bottom! Then, lo, He bows the Head, | 
and gives up the . G The Prince of Life, dies 1 
For when we were yet without Strength, in due time | 
== Chriſt dy'd for the Ungodly,, Rom. 5. 6. He loved the 1 
Cburcb, and gave himſelf for it; That be might ſancs | 
li and chanſe it with the Waſhing of Water, . by the 
nord, . That he: might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 

= Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch J bing; 
but that it ſhould be holy, and without Blemiſh, Eph, *Y 
5. 28, 26, 27. And having ſatisfy d divine Juſtice, 
by his meritorious Death, and thereby obtain'd eter- 
v Redemption for his Bride; he roſe. in his mighty 
Love, and God - like Strength, as a triumphant Con- 
gqueror over Sin, Death, and Hell; and aſcended to 
Glory for her, and there fits at God's Right Hand, to 
= ſave her by his Life, or to redeem her by Power, 
in the Virtue of his having redeem'd her by Price, 
from out. of the Hands of all her Enemies, from un- 
der all Deaths. and Miſeries, to perfect Glory, and 
endleſs Life and Bliſs in the Enjoy ment of himſelf for 
ever. When, to the endleſs Wonder of Men and 
. Angels, he'll: openly marry ber at the latter Day, in 
the Face of all \the Creatures, And having kept his 
Marriage-feaſt a while below, He'll aſcend, with his 
glorious Mate, to his Father's Houſe, his Palace Royal, 
in Heaven. Where the Heavenly Bridegroom and 
his Bride, ſhall ſpend a long Eternity, in the mutual 
Love-Delights of that Glory-Union, and Communion, 
which is yet unknown.! 
Well, This is the happy Marriage, and Theſe the ö 
glorious Pair, which are the Subject of this Song of 
Salomon. And if any ſhould think, That Ne. Ex- 
preſſions herein, might be literally true of the Glory 
of the earthly Solomon: Vet, we mult not reſt here; 
as. LANs A. our hace, to the Fan ceooens Glory , 
el | of | 


enn | 
of Chrift, the heavenly Solomon; which was the ſpi- 
ritual Intendment thereof; and take, even theſe, as 
 Jpoken only by way of Alluſſon thereto. But, for my 
own Part, I chuſe to take this Song, as it was given th 
by the immediate Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
ſtands upon Record, as a Part of the ſacred Scriptures, ⁵ 


for the Edification of the Church in all Ages; as in- 


dependent upon the Glory of Solomon, and bis Queen ; 


Cris, and bis Spouſe, And certain it is, that there 
are ſome Parts of it, which can't be literally apply'd 
to, orſpoken of King Solomon and bis Bride. As in 
this-Deſcription the Spouſe gives of her Beloved, Chap. 
and the Commendation He gives of his Bride, 
ap. 6. and 7. *T would be rather a monſtrous De- 
* yon of Solomon's Dyer, than a Commendation 
of her Beauty, to ſet her forth, As having an Head 
like Garmel : A Noſe like the Tower of Lebanon, look- 
| ing towards Damaſcus ; as having Teeth like a Flock 
of Sheep, every one bearing Twins : and a Neck lite 
the Tower of David, builded for an Armory, whereon 
hang. a thouſand Bucklers, all Shields of mighty Men, 
Kc. Which makes it evident, that this Song muſt be 
taken myſtically, and not properly. Beſides, The Ma- 
Jeſty of its Stile, and that divine Power with which it 
zs attended in the Hearts of God's People, are moſt 
certain Evidences of the ſuper-excellent Glory of its 
Suben, and the Sublimity. of its Scope. But thus 
much may ſuffice, as to the Nature of the Book: 
That it is a Seng, a Marriage- Song, of Chriſt, and 
bi Spouſe. In which, we may obſerve, That as theſe 
are the chief Speakers herein, ſo they alternately com- 
mend one another's Love, Beauty, and Excellency ; 
and mutually expre/s their ardent Deſire after, and 
Complacency in each other; according to EE | 


* 


and as wholly relating to the ſuper- excellent Glory of i 


. Fins) 3 5 
s of Relation, and Dearneſs of Love, in which 
Whey ſtand. — Again, The Daughters of Feruſalem, 
re likewiſe brought in, as bearing a Part in this hea- 
Wvenly Muſick. And this brings me to ſpeak of the 


o 
— 


ccaſton of that Account which the Spouſe gave of her 


- 
4 
. 


Andi this we find, Song 5. 9. What is thy beloved 
more than another beloved, O thou faireſt among Ne- 
men? What is thy beloved' more than another beloved, 
What thou doſt fo charge us? This Speech is made by 
4 the Daughters of Feruſalem; as is manifeſt, by the 
Charge the Spouſe gives them in the preceding 
= Verſe, with their applying it to themſelves, as ſo gi- 
ven in this. And by theſe Daughters of Feruſalem, 


newly converted unto Chriſt; (to the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and got merely to the Doctrine of Chriſt) that have 
had a Principle of ſaving Faith, ſpecial Faith, the 
Fab of God's Ele, wrought in their Hearts: And 
from thence have had ſome diſcerning of the Glory of 
Chriſt, and of his Church; tho' not ſuch a full Know- 
ledge of Him, or Communion with him as his Bride 
hath. And theſe are ſtiled Daughters of Feruſalem, 

becauſe they are the Children of the Church. As 
they're ſuch that have been born of God, fo likewiſe, 
born in Zion. And the Lord promiſeth to his Church, 
That theſe her Daughters, ſhall be nurſed at her Side: 

And milk out, (of the Breaſts of her Conſolations)  - 
and be delighted with the Abundance of ber Glory, Iſ. 
60. 4. and 06. 11. And it's plain, that theſe Daugh- 
lers of Jeruſalem, had been favour'd with ſome ſpe- 
cial Acquaintance with Jeſus ' Chriſt; or the Spouſe 

wou'd never, when under Deſertion, the hiding of 
her Bridegroom's Face and Favour, have ſent a Meſ- 
lage to. him, by bm, As we find ſhe did, Ver. 8. 
N „ II charge 


4 


as I take it, we are to underſtand, young Converts, 4 


— e 
— . ee rr 1 and 


5 
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41 charge you, 'O Daughters of Jeruſalem, its ye find my 


Beloved, that ye tell bim, that I am ict of Love, If 


ve find him: It's plainly imply*d in theſe Words, that 


they were ſuch that had found him, were wont to find 
him, and that might find him in ſpecial Manifeſta- * 


tions of Favour, which might give them an Oppor- 


tunity of delivering her Meſſage, even before ſhe 
herſelf, had that _ Happineſs. And therefore, if ye 
And my Beloved, tell him, that I am fick of Love. And 
this, ſhe not only defircs them to do, but gives them 
a moſt ſolemn Charge concerning it: I charge you, 
&c. Whereupon, Seeing the Spouſe in ſuch a Fit of 


5 Languihment, or Love Sickneſs for her Beloved, 


they Perceiv'd that vaſt Eſtimation ſhe had of him; 


and thoſe vehement Defires ſhe had after him, as be- 
ing juſt ready to faint, and die for want of his Pre- 
ſence: And thus they reply: Ver. g. What is thy Be- 


loved more than another Beloved, O thou Faireſt among 
Women ? What is thy Beloved more than another Be. 
loved, that thou doſt ſo charge us ? 

In theſe Worlds, we may obſerve, 1. This Cs 


poellation, with which they addreſs the Spouſe, © the 
Name they call her by, Faireſt among Nomen: And 


this being uſher'd in, with an O; O Thou Faireſt: 


It informs us, That theſe Daughters of Jeruſalem, had 
2 Diſcerning of the Church's Beauty, as ſhining forth 
ina the'Glory /f Chriſt, her Royal Bridegroom ; and 


as ſuch admir'd her ſuperlative Fairneſs. And, : 


Upon this, they interrogate her: What is thy: Beloved, 


more than another Beloved? *Tis as if they mould 
ſay, Thou art ſuch a great, ſuch an excellent One, 


De ſuch bright Knowledge, arid ſublime Affection, 
Rx muſt be a glorious Perſon indeed, that thus in- 


*|groſfeth- thy Heart, that thou canſt not /ive without 


: * him. And therefor, tell 1; What is thy Be- 


| * NY * loved? 
** JC * 5 
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© loved ?* They ſay not, Ibo is thy Beloved : Becauſe | 


they had a certain Knowledge of his Perſon, and, in 
Ta Degree, of his Excellency. But they look'd 
upon their own Knowledge, in Compariſon of bers, 
to be as nothing; and having their Hearts fir'd with 


Love to him, and a Deſire after a greater Diſplay of - 


bis Glory, They ſay, Wbat is thy Beloved? Tell 


us, what excellent Glories thou haſt ſeen in Him, 


which have thus ſtruck thy Heart? We have had 
but little Knowledge of him, and Communion with 


him. But thou, his Royal Bride, that haſt been 


* favour'd with the moſt cans Familiarity, and 


Boſom-Communion with him, as thy own; What haſt. 


* Thou found in Him? Tell us his perſonal Excellencies. 


6 , Tell us, his ſuper-excelling Glories: What is 
* thy Beloved more than anotber Beloved ? What 


© haſt thou ſeen, and found of his tranſcendent Excel- 
© lency? Wherein is He, above all others ? What is 
© thy Beloved more than another Beloved, that thou doſe 
* ſo charge us? And this gives Occaſion to the 


Spouſe, to deſeribe her Beloved, in the following Ver- 


ſes, For lo, ſhe replies : 


Ver. 10. My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefe | 


among ten thouſand, In theſe Words, the Spouſe 
gives a General Deſcription of the Glory of her Be- 
loved; White and Ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten Thou- 
fand. White and Ruddy: a due Mixture of which Co- 
lours, make a perfect Beauty in Nature, an amiable, 
delightful Object. The Chiefeſt- among ten Thouſand : 
Of all Beauties, Hz is the faireſt, a glorious Beauty, 
tranſcendently above, and bey ond. all others. 


My Beloved) This the Spouſe ſets firſt, The Per- 
Foe deſcribes his perſonal 


ſen of her ., before 
Glories. Becauſe her Heart was ſo intenſely fixt upon 


= that ſhe delights to make mention of Him: 3 
S and 


- a 


4 


[ 18 * 
| 40 that ality 4his endearing Chatacter, of a Balbbel: 
Tea, as ber Beloved. My Beloved : One that loves 
Me, one that I love, one Nin the neateſt Conjunction 
with me, even in an indiſſoluble Union, of Relation, 
Love and Glory. It's my Beloved, that Pri going ts. | 
ſpeak of; not an excellent Perſon that 1 have only 
ſome remote Knowledge of, and no Intereſt in; 100 
of my Beloved, that is entirely, unchangeably, 2 
eternally mine. And this the Spouſe could ſay, in 
Faith, without the leaſt Doubt, or Heſitation, even 
when ſhe had not the Joys of ſpiritual Senſe, under 
py bright Shines of her Bridegroom's Royal Fayour ; | |! 
„when ſhe had provok*'d him to withdraw, by 
He Sin, Unkindneſs, and Ingratitude. . Oh, as if 
© ſhe ſhould fay, tho? I have loft the ſweet Embraces 
© of my Bridegroom, by 'my own Sloth and Negli- 
« gence, tho* I made ſinful Excuſes, and did not 
© open to my Lord at his ſweet Call; by which 1! 
« juſtly provok'd him to withdraw, and he's gone: 
. he is mine ſtill, the Relation is not Makes nor 
- ©the Love of his Heart changed; and therefore, in 
Elf andes Grace, he will ſee me again, and my 
© Heart ſhall rejoice. .Arid mean while, tho' I mourn 
© his Abſence, yet I have a quick Remembrance of 
< thoſe inexpreſſible Glories I faw in him when I had 
© his Preſence :* Yea, I can tell you what I ſee in him, 


even now; for as he's the ſame in Himſelf, ſo he 


has loſt no Glory in my Eye.” This Beloved, that i 
mine, is, a 

n bite and Ruddy] This ty be apply'd, A 

Fin, to his Perſon, as God. Man. He's di: 

With Regard to the Glory 4 his Deity.” 8 

with Reſpect to the Truth of bis Humanity, His 


vine, and Human N 1 br united, art 
* intended. 5 


Bk LES... | 
| He is #bite, with Regard to the Glory of his Deity. 
W The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Church's Beloved, is 16 
great a Perſon, that has all the immenſe Glories of 
the Godhead, radically in Himſelf, He is God by 
Nature, by Eſſence. The ſecond Perſon in the Sa- 
ęfered Trinity, poſſeſſing co-equally, with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, the incomprehenſible Perfec- 
tions, and undivided Glory and Bliſs, of the one Great 
Ja novau ! He thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
oa, Phil. 2. 6. His Father and Hz are One, John 
10. 30. His proper Name is, The Mighty God, If, 
9. 6. And the Lox p, Jeyovan, Fer. 23. 6. Exod. 
3. 14, 15. with John 8. 58. Fer. 17. 10. with Rev. 
2. 23. Thus he is White. White, and Black, ſtand © 
XX oppos'd, as Darkneſs, and Light. And God is ſaid 
to be Tight, without Darkneſs, 1 John 1. g. And to 
be, The Father of Lights, Jam. 1. 17. To ſhew, 
that he hath all Glories, originally, and indepen- 
dently, in his own infinite Being z and is the Author 
of all Light, both in Nature, Grace, and Glory, un- 
co all the Creatures that have it. And to ſet forth, 
The Unchangeableneſs of his infinite Glory, he is de- 
clar'd to be, without Variableneſs, or Shadow of Turn- 
mg. Which is doubtleſs ſpoken by Way of Alluſion. 
ta that bright Luminary, the Sun in the Firmament. 
Which glorious Creature, being a pure Body of Light, 
by divine Appointment, caſting his Rays upon the 
Moon and Stars, communicates Light to all thoſe leſſer 
Glories ; and ſo, in ſome Senſe, may be ſaid to be, 
The Father of them, But this bright. Creature, 
however glorious it may be, is not without Change. 
It moves from Eaſt to Welt, from North to South; 
And as it turhs, caſts the Shadow variouſly. But the 
infinite Glory of Jebovab, is abſolutely unchangeable: . 
He is without ap or Shadow of Turning. 
| TIN. Ay EP T 
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wears in Heaven, an 1 
of Quick and Dead, at his next Appearing and King- 
dom, Mat. 17. 2. with Luke 9. 27, 28. &c. Thus 
the Church's Beloved, is White, in Regard of the 


1 


ak Light, or r Whiteneſs, is put for Glory; and 


when apply'd to God, for infinite Glory. As when 
our Lord was transligur r'd in the Mount, it's ſaid, 
His Face did ſhine as the Sun, and bis Raiment was 
white as the Light. Becauſe the Glory of his Divi- 
nity, did then caſt its Rays upon, and thro” his Hu- 
man Nature; as a Specimen of that Glory he now 

Fin which he'II ine, as Judge 


Glory of his Deity. — And had he, in this Reſpect, 


been only White, he had never been our Beloved. 
Go in the abſtracted Glory of his infinite Eſſence, 
 dwelleth in Light, that is inacceſſible, 1 Tim. 6. x6. 
It had been impoſſible for the higheſt Creatures, 


much more for ſinful ones, to have enjoy'd any im- 


mediate Familiarity, with a God of infinite Glory.— 6 
But, oh, Behold ! The Spouſe's Beloved, is not only 9 


White, but 


glorious Perſons, in the One infinite Eſſence of Je- 
bovah: And therefore when Gov, the glorious Gop, 


held a Counſel in Himſelf, before Time began, among 
the ever-bleſſed Three, about the Diſplay of his infi- 


| 2 nite Goodneſs, Grace, and Mercy towards Creatures, 


the Works of his Hands, and reſolv'd to go forth in- 


to Creature-Converſe : The Man Chriſt Feſus,” the Pro- 


ject of infinite Wiſdom, the Proviſion of infinite 


Grace, was brought forth, in thoſe. everlaſting Coun- 
8 * as the ont 8 8 in, and thro? whe it was 
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. © Ruday. An immediate Relation to God, and con- 
verſe with him, were Glories too high for the Crea - 
tures to have a Participation of. The moſt capa- 
cious of them all, would have been utterly incapable 
of thoſe Heights: They peculiarly belong to the three 


22] - 
to be held; both in Nature, Grace, and Glory. For, 
o, The eternal Sen ef God was verily Fore-ordained 
to take our Nature into perſonal Union with Himſelf; 
and in that Nature, to ſuſtain and execute the Office 
Jof Mediator, both interpoſing, and attoning; to an- 
wer all the Ends of Jebovab's Glory, towards all the 
Creatures, thro' Time, and to Eternity. And as 
God the Father, in his eternal Decrees, and ever- 
lasting Covenant, Prepared Him a Body, i. e. an Hu- 
nan Nature: So God the Son, did then engage in the 
ſame everlaſting Covenant, to take it in the Fulneſs of 
Lime. Whereupon, God the Father, taking his great 
un ora, look' d upon it as if done; and from thenceforth, 
= reputed him as the great Mediator, and tranſaZed with 
him as ſuch. And thus he ſpeaks of himſelf, as fo 
brought forth, before any of the Works of Nature 
exiſted, Prov. 8. 22, &c. The Lok p poſſeſſed me in 
tbe Beginning of bis Way, before bis Works of Old. I 
was ſet up from everlaſting, from the Beginning, or 
ever the Earth was. When there were no Depths, J 
was brought forth : when there were no Fountgins a- 
bounding with Water. Before the Mountains were 
ſettled ; before the Hills, was I brought forth: While 
as yet he bad not made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor 
the higheſt Part of the Duſt of the World, . When be 
prepared the Heavens, I was there: when. be ſet a Com- 
paſs upon the Face of the Depth. When be eſtabliſ d 
the Clouds above: when he ftrengthned the Fountains of 
the Deep: when be gave to the Sea his Decree, that the 
Waters ſhould not paſs. his Commandment : when be ap- 


ELIE v 


bim, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his 
Delight, rejoicing' always before bim: rejoicing in the 
babitable Part of bis Earth, and my Delights were with 

, u Fo And 9 


pointed the' Foundations of the Earth: Then was Iby © 


[22] 
And as the Mediator was Jet up from: eyerlaſting 


in God's Covenant; ſo he was ſpoken of as the May, 


all along throughout the Ojd Teſtament Times, in 


all choſe Prophecies and Promiſes which related to his 
2 Incarnation. From whence the Faith of the 
Saints in that Day, lIook'd for the Meſſiah to come; 


as we now, look to him as already come. They 


| ſaw the Promiſes afar off, were perſwaded of em, and 
'| - embraced*em: And 1o dd in Faith, not having re- 
ce d the Fulfilment of em, or the Things promiſed. 


And thoſe realizing Views of em they had by Faith, 
tho" at a 


gers, and Pilgrims on the Earth, Heb. 11. 13, &c. 


And as they to#'d for the Meſriab, the great Saviour, | 


to appear in their Nature in the Fulneſs of Time, ſo 
they earneſtly lang d for it. Thus Abrabam, rejoiced 


; to ee Chriſt's Day; he ſaw. it, and was glad, Foby 
3. 56. And thus the Spouſe, with the greateſt Ar- 


dour of Affection, breathes out her vehement De- 


' fires, after her Beloved's coming in the Eleſh: O01 
* hat abon waſt. as my Brother that fucked the Breaſts off 


my Mother ; cuben I ſbould find thee. without, I would 
kiſs 4hee, yea, T ſhould not be deſpiſed, Song 8. 1. She 
faw What a Glory it would be, to have her Lord 


cloth'd with Fleſh, with her Nature; and what a 
Foundation, this wou'd lay for her greateſt Fami- 
Harity with him, without expoſigg her to Contempt, 


by Reaſon of the Lowneſs of her Perſon and Cir- 
cumſtance; when once her low Nature, was exalted 
into perſonal Union with the Son of God. That 


then ſhe might have all that Familiarity Wich in 
her own Nature, which her longing Soul defir'd, 


a without 
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great Diftance, had ſuch a mighty Influence 
upon their Souls, that it wean'd them from this 
World, and ſet them on the moſt earneſt ſeeking f 
9 Heavenly Country; confeſſmg that they were Strau> 3 
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(23.1. | 
= being deſpiſed : and therefore the breathes 
ier this happy Day, with an O bat thou wa as 
g Brother, &c. And us ſhe faw;, the Glory of her 
q N as God. Man, in thoſe divine Declara- 
rions, Prophecies, and Promiſes concerning Rim, 
"Wis were perſwaded, that even then, he was the 
4 um, by Coveriant-Conſtitdtions'.(ds he paſs'd by 
Wat Name in thoſe Times: Eſal, 80. 17,) So that at 
Wo Time appointod of the Father, he — 2 
unte her Nature, and in that Nature actually e- 
Houſe her Cauſe, and openly; eſpouſe her Perſon, and 
Riſe ber up to the Heights of that Matriage · Glory 
I With Himſelf at the End of Time; which in inhale 
Wiſdom, Grace and Faithfulneſs, were unalterably 
ttled before Time began. And therefore, ſhe * 
In his Human Nature, in the Deſcription ſhe gives of the 
1 Glory of his Perſon, under this Character "of Ruddy. 
And that this Word, .Ruaddy, doth ſet forth the Human 
4 ature, in the Perſon. of Chriſt, may appear, in 
| That he is ſtiled, The laſt Adam, 1 Cor. 15. 43. 
And this Word, Adam, being as the Learned ob- 
| | Perve, derived of a Word that ſignifieth, Red, or, 
Ned Earth ; as it was apply'd to the firſt Man, who 
vas of the Earth, earthy; it was expreſſive of his 
2 Sn as formed of the Duſt of the Ground, And 
jas it is apply'd to the ſecond. Man, who is the Lofd 
: from Heaven, it denotes the Truth of his Human Na- 
Nur; of, his having taken the /ame Nature with ours, 
into Union with his divine Perſon. Not a lite Na. 
ture, that beats ſome Semblance only, but a Nature 
that is ſpecifically the ſame. Thus Heb, 2. 14. For- 
a/much then as the Children are Partakers of Fleſh and 
Blood, be alſo Him me likewiſe took Part of the ſame. 
Oh,” this glorious Myſtery, of the Incarnation of the 


Son of Gd. bo which he appeam, both I hit and 
| Na! 


| 
- 
* 


II. 9. 6. Since his Perſon is ſo. And well might the 


I ͤmoſt beautiful Perſon, in both Worlds, to the Eye 
| of Faith. I ſay, Mixture: Not that the divine, and 


- 


(Church's Bridegroom : His Glory as God, in an Ab- 


ſuch a near Relation unto her. And if his Human 


* 


A - e \ 
Ruddy! This is ſuch a Mixture, that renders him the 7 
b 


human Natures in the Perſon of Chriſt, were in the 


/| leaſt wiſe mixed, by way of Confuſion,” The Divine 


Nature, by aſſuming the Human, ſuſtainꝰd no Change : 7 
Nor was the Human, by that Aſſumption, ab ſorpt, a 
ſwallow'd up, or loſt any of its eſſential Properties : 87 
But both theſe Natures, ſo vaſtly different, are cloſely 
5 ind in Chriſt. So that tho" they remain Two, en- 
tire, diſtinct Natures,: yet in Hin, they make but 
one Perſon for ever. And as this glorious Variety of 
Natures, reſplendently ſhines in the Unity of our 
Immanuets Perſon ; He is the endleſs Vonder of Men 
and Angels! Fehovab's Wonper! Pſal. 89. 5. i. e. 


Of Jebovab's contriving, and effecting; in which the 


infinite Depths of his Wiſdom and Grace, illuſtri- #7 
ouſly ſhine forth, to be admir'd, ador'd, and prais'd 
by all the Saints and Angels, to the endleſs Ages of 
Eternity! Well may his Name be called, Wonderful, 


Spouſe admire, and commend her Beloved, as White 
and Ruddy. For had he not been Ruddy, in regard 
of the Human Nature, he could never have been the 


ſtract Conſideration, was too higb, for bim to bear 
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1 D 
© Secondly. To his Human Nature. He is White, 
in regard of the Purity of his Human Nature, and 
of the Whole of his Obedience therein: And Ruaay, 
WS with reſpect to his Safferings, | 33 
= He is Vdite, in regard of the Purity of, his Hu- 
wan Nature, and the Whole of his Obedience 
therein; as it denotes abſolute Freedom from Sin, 
both in its Guil-, and Stain. And that White, in 


= Scripture, is put for Purity, in this reſpect, appears, 


Rev. 7. 14. with 1 John 1. 7. Theſe are they which 
came ont of great Tribulation, and bave waſhed their 
Robes, and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. 
HE rd the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt bis Son, cleanſeth us 
ion all Sin, And as Freedom from all Sin, is ſet 
forth, by White; ſo it may be fitly apply'd to the 
Human Nature of Jeſus Chriſt. And this Purity re- 


% hed 


he ole of bis Life, from the firſt Moment his 
Mother, Mary, brought him forth, until that laſt, in 
W which he refign'd up his Spirit into the Hands of 
= God, his Father, | 


A 


= Our Lord was ſpotleſs in his Conception, and Birth. 
The Creature, Man, when he firſt came out of his 
Maker's Hand, had a perfect pileneſs, or Purity of 
4 Nature. But upon Sin's Entrance, he inſtantly be- 
ame Nai both of Guilt, and Defilement. 
| And all the Polterity of Adam, even to a Hay, that 
4 deſcend from him by ordinary Generation, ſhare 
1 with him therein: They bear his corrupt, as well as 
his natural Image, The rt Man, who was of the 
7 Earth, Earthy; both flood, and fell for Himpelf, 
„and his whole Pofterizy, unto whom he was both a 
4 natural, and federal Head, by Divine Appointment, 


And therefore, As is the Earthy,” ſuch are they alſo, 
bot are Earthy: i. e. His Offſpring, that deſcend 
: 8 29 from 


/ 


= 
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207 gards, 1. His ſpotleſs Conception and Birth. And, 2; 


1 2 1 


from him in the ordinary Way; becauſe they belong 


to his Covenant; and thereſore, ſhare with him in his 
_ Guilt, and, Pollution. _And as ſuch, they are utterly 
undone ; even the Ele of God, themſelves, by Na- 
ture, as related to the firſt Adam, and a broken 
Law, are in a loft State, And as for the Non Elect, 


- a 


they are irrecoverably let in the Fall. When they F 
fell, they had none to help them up; becauſe they had 
no ſpecial Relation to Chrif, the ſecond Adam. But 


Two are. better than One, Eccleſ. 4.9. Even thoſe 


'Two I have been ſpeaking of, Chrif, and the Elelt; 3 


who were inſeperably join'd together, as Bridegroom 4 


and Bride, in God's everlaſting Covenant. For when 


44 they, the Ele fell, there was One to help them up, 
even their dear Lord Teſus, that Mighty One, on 
whom the Father laid their Help, Pſal. 89. 19. Whoſe 3 


Love and Power engag'd by Covenant, were ſtronger, 


infinitely ſtronger than all their Enemies, to ſubdue i 


Them, and to ſave his Own, from the deepeſt Miſery, 


. 10 the higheſt Glory. And to bring about the Re- 3 
demption of God's "Choſen, the Bride of Chriſt, and 
raiſe her up to that open Marriage-Glory, which was * 
anciently ſettled upon her, in the ſecret Purpoſes, 
Counſels, and Covenant of Jebovab, before the World 
was; The Son of God was ordained to take her Na- 

ture, to effect this great Work therein. For as She 
had ruin'd herſelf by Sin, and ran deep in Debt to 


God's Law and Juſtice ; and He being the Perſon 
appointed to ſave Her from Sin, to pay her Debts, 
and ſet her free; it was neceſſary that He ſhould take 


Part of the fame Nature that ſinned ; that ſo he might 


repreſent her Per/on, and ſtand in her Room. And it 
was likewiſe neceſſary, that his Nature ſhould. be 
| pure, to anſwer all the great Ends of God, in the In- 
* 2 carnation of his Son, It was a WW put, * 14. 


4. 
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4. Who can bring a clean Thing out of- an unclean ? 
5 * reſolv'd in the Negative: Not One. Which was 
inconteſtably true of all created Power. For none of 
all the Creatures, could bring a pure Stream out of 
an impure Fountain, a pure Piece, out of a corrupt 
"2X Maſs, But what was utterly impoſſible to a Finite 
Arm, was poſſible to an Jnfinite, Almighty Agent: 
and gloriouſly effeFed, in the pure Conception, and 
= ſpotleſs Birth fe, Feſus. The Original Promiſe of the 
X Meſſiah, was, That he ſhould be the Seed of the Mo- 
man; and that this Seed of the Woman, ſhould 
XE bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Gen. 3. 15. But, that the 
Child Feſus, whoſe Body was form'd of the Subſtance 
of his Mother Mary, who was a Woman in the fame - 
common Condition with the reſt of Adam's Poſterity, 
5 1 ſhould yet be born of her without Sin, as he was, 
(and as it was neceſſary for him to be, in order to 
his Bruiſing of the Serpent's Head, i. e. Deſtroying 
of the Devil, and his Works,) is ſoch a Diſplay of 
Divine Power and Grace, that juſtly challenges the 
eternal Admiration of ſaved Men, and of glorious, 
confirmed Angels. For this was, as I may ſo ſay, 
The laying the Foundation of his Fitneß to be the 
Saviour of finful Men, and the Head of glorious An- 
gels: Had he not been pure, he had been incapable 
of either. And therefore, - of the Incarnation of 
Chriſt, we may well fay, What hath God wrought ! 
And to effect this Wonder, it was the Contrivance 
of infinite Wiſdom, the Proviſion of infinite Grace, 
That the Man Chrif Feſus, ſhould be conceiv'd in 
the Womb of a Virgin, and born of One, that had 
never known Man: By the Almighty Influence of the 
Holy Gboſt, the Third Perſon in God, over-ſhadowing 
ber by his own infinite Power, thereby Forming the 
ſacred Boch of our Lora, 8 was N and 


wonderfully made. 


% 
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Mother Mary was eſpouſed. to 
came together,. ſhe was 


+ Fleſh, 
given as the Reafon of his ſpotleſs Purity, Luke 1. 35, 


Ghoſt 


[ 28 ] 
Thus in Prophecy 
it was long before predicted, Bebold, a Virgin ſhall 
conceive, and bring forth a Son, and they ſhall call 
bis Name Immanuel, Iſa. 7. 14. And thus it was in 
the Accompliſhmegt, Mat. 1. 18, Ce. Now the 
Birth of Jeſus Chriſt, was on this wiſe ; 
Joſeph, before they 
found with Child of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And he knew her not, ill ſbe had brought 
forth Ber Firſt born Son, and he called his Name, 
Jzsvs, And hence it was, that the Human Nature 
of our Lord, tho? made of the Seed of Abraham, and 


of David, (his Body being formed of the Subſtance of 


the Virgin, who was lincally deſcended from them) 
did nevertheleſs eſcape that Pollution of Nature, 
which in the ordinary Way of Generation, taints all 
For This, of his miraculous Conception, is 


And the: Angel anſwer*d and ſaid unto ber, The Holy 

all come upòn thee, and the Power of ed 
Higheſt ha over/padow thee: Therefore alſo that Holy 
Thing which ſhall be born of Thee, ſhall be called. the 
Son of: Ged. His Human Nature, is here ſaid to be 
Haly; becauſe Form'd by the immediate Operation 
of the Holy Ghe, And *tis ſaid to be a Thing, not 
a Perſon ;» becauſe this entire Nature, conſiſting of a 
true Body, and a reaſonable Soul, did not in Chriſt, 
conſtitute a Perſon, as it doth in 26. The Divine 
Perſon of the Son of God, did indeed aſſume the 
Human Nature, (that individual Part of it prepared 
for him of his Father) but not an Human Perſon, 
into Union with, Hinſelf. No; the Human Nature 


in Chriſt; from the fixlt Moment of its Formation, 

had no Subſiſtence of its .own.z but was perſanally 
wo to the San oY Cad; ſo that the Be and 
- unman 


and Promile; 


When as his 
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1 luman Nature in Him, made but One Perſon : And © 
Werefore, by a Communication of Properties, the 
id Feſus, born of the Virgin, was called the Son 
Cod: as it follows in this Text. And herein lay . 
e glorious Myſtery of his Incarnation ; and hence | 
is that his Name is properly call'd Immanuel, God | 
ib Us, God in our Nature. And as the Divine 
Perſon of the Son of God, did aſſume the Nature 
f Man, into the ſtricteſt Union with himſelf ; ſo he 
id it, with a ſpecial Regard to the Seed of Abra- 
. 
T's true, he had the ſame Nature, Hpeciſcally, that 
dam had, who was the common Fountain of the 
Human Kind : And therefore, his Genealogy is trac'd 
Dp as high as Adam, Luke 3. 38. But then it is to be 
taken naturally, and not federally. He had the ſame 
Nature with Adam, but in ſuch an extraordinary 
ay, that he never belong'd to Adam's Covenant; 
and ſo could not be a Partaker with him in His Guilt” 
and Defilement. But as he voluntarily aſſum'd the 
Nature of Man, and as ſuch, did not neceſſarily de- 
Fend from Adam; ſo he took the ſame, with a ſpecial 
ye to his People: That therein he might repreſent 
bem; that he might live, die, riſe, and live for 
vermore, to fave them from everlaſting Miſery, to 
eternal Glory. And as he took the Human Nature, 
ith a ſpecial Eye to the Good of his People; fo 
ith a peculiar Regard to the Covenant made with 
(brabam, Gen. 17. 7. And I will eſtabliſh my Cove- 
nant hetween me and thee, and thy Seed after thee, in 
their Generations; to be a God unto thee, and to thy 
Seed after thee, And hence it was, that he ſprang of 
the Jetoiſb Race, who were /iterally of the Seed of 
Arabam: to confirm the Truth of God unto the Fa- 
bers, and ſecure the Fulfilment of thoſe NO 

| 3 which 


1 


Hin the Seed of Abraham. Who this Seed were, 


0 [3 1 3 
; which literally reſpected the Body of the Jews as 
' fuch. And as the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, re- 
ſpected the Elect of God among the Gentiles, as well 
as Jews; ſo he would have ſome of the Gentile Race, 
for his Progenitors, and reckon'd in his Genealogy : 
Becauſe ſome of the Gentiles were to have the ſpecial, 
ſaving Benefit of his Incarnation, And as the Sub- 
ſtance of Abrabam's Covenant, was, That God 
would be His God, and the God of bis Seed, in an 
everlaſting Covenant; or make over himſelf to them, | 
as their eternal Arr: So the Divine Perſon of our 
Lord, aſſum'd the Nature of the Seed of Abraham, 
L e. his ſpiritual Seed; that in, and thro' Him, all 
the Promiſes, in their full Extent, and Latitude of 
Glory, might have a perfect Eftadliſhment, and full 
Alccompliſbment; to the Glory of God by us, 2 Cor. 
1. 20. Thus we are told, Heb. 2. 16. For verily be 
took. not on Him tbe Nature of Angels ; but he took on 


we are told in the Context, Ver. 14. they are ſaid 
to be Children; that is, ſuch that were given him in 
the everlaſting Covenant, as his Seed and Of fpring, 
of whom he was conſtituted the everlaſting Father. 
Foraſmuch then, as the Children are Partakers of Fleſh 
and Blood; be Himſelf likewiſe took Part of the ſame. 
And Ver. 17. they are call'd his Brethren, that is, 
ſuch. that ſtand in a ſpecial Relation to God by 
adopting Grace; among whom, he is the Firſt-bors : 

And that as ſuch, are made Heirs of God, and joynt 
Hleirs with Him. "Wherefore in all Things, it behoved 
| him to be made like unto his Brethren, He became 
like ibem, in every Thing but Sin: He took their 
Nature, in all its ſinleſs Infirmities, that ſo he might 
make them like Him, in all his heavenly. Glories. He 
took it indeed, in all its natural Yeakneſs, but yet, 


% 


Tt ; 
Its ſinleſs Purity ; being conceiv'd, and bein for 
ben, without a Spot of Sin. 
= Again, our Lord, was not only Vbite, in his ſpot- ; 
teſs Conception, and Birth; but he was ſo, likewiſe, 
n the Whole of his Life. He did no Sin, neither was 
©: Zuile found in bis Mouth, 1 Pet. 2. 22. As the eternal 
Son of God, took the Nature of the Seed of Abraham, 
into perſonal Union with himſelf; ſo in this his aſ- 
WEfumed Nature, he took their Law place. They were 
; under the Law, as Creatures, and as ſuch, qw'd a 


Debt of perfect Obedience to its Precept: And had 
broke . Law, as Sinners, and as ſuch, ow'd a 
Debt of Suffering its Penalty, And, alas! by Sin, 
Y ie became inſolvent, By this, they had render'd 
themſelves utterly incapable of yielding a perfect O- 
g bedience to the righteous Precept of God's holy 
Law, which was due from them: Nor could they 
make Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice for their Offence, 
by enduring its juſt Penalty. And both theſe Debts 
# mult be paid, or the Bride of Chriſt, could never 
exjoy the Perfon, and Glory of her Bridegroom ; nor 
yet with him, ſee the Face of his, and her Father, in 
that beatifick Viſion of his Glory, that was anciently 
fettled upon her, as ſtanding in ſuch a near Relation 
to her Lord and Huſband. And ſhe having nothing 

ts pay, and ſo deep in Debt, her Bridegroom, muſt 
lay out his infnite Riches, his own vaſt Treaſures, to 
cancel Her Scores; or loſe her for ever in the Fall. 
And ſuch was his great Love, aye, and his Faithful- 
neſs too, that he reſolv'd to /et her free, For this 
Poverty of hers, was long ago fore-view*'d by him: 
He knew, even from everlaſting, that ſhe would dea! 
very treacherouſly, and be juſtly call'd, a Tranſgreſſor 
from. the Womb. And then, in his mighty Love, he 
became her * (as Judab for Benjamin, Geneſis 
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32 
43.90) and entered into a ſolemn Engagement with 
God the great Creditor, that in the Fulneſs of 
Time, he would pay her Debts, and bring her again 
oat of the Ruins of the Fall, and ſet her before the 


Father's Face for ever, as an Object of his eternal 


Complacency; to anſwer all the Ends of his Love 
towards her. For it was a Deſign of the Father's 
Love, to bring her to Glory; as well as it was the 
gracious Engagement of the Son, to ſer her before 
bis Face, whatever it coſt him. And therefore, upon 
the Bottom of thoſe Counſels, and Covenant-Tran- 
ſactions, which paſs'd between the Father and the 
Son, before the World was, when the appointed 
Time came, God ſent forth his Son, made of a Wo- 
man, made under the Law, Gal. 4. 4. The Father 
ſent him; the Sou came. The Father, in his great 
Love, gave him to be Incarnate, and to be under 
the 2 — for us: The Son, in unchangeable Grace, 
and infinite Faithfulneſs, takes our Nature; and Law- 
Piace too: To redeem them that were under the Law, 
that we might receive the Adoption of Sons, Ver, 5. 
and conſequently thereupon, the Inheritance of Sons, 
both here ig Grace, and hereafter- in Glory, And 
being made under the Law, he fulfils all its Precepts: 
To work out a compleat, juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 
an everlaſting glorious Robe, for all thoſe many Sons 
which are to be brought to G; in which they 
now do, and ſhall for ever ſtand before God, with 
the higheſt Acceptance. For by the Obedience of One, 
Lord Jeſus, thele many are made righteous, Rom. 
5. 49. And tho' our Lord was ſpotleſs in his Nature, 
and in that Obedience he yielded to the Law; yet 
was he, by way of Eminence, à Man of Sorrows, 
aud acquainted with Greef,, Iſa. 33. 3. in all which he 
did no Sin, but was perfectly conformable to the 
21. 


holy, righteous Law of God, both as to the 1egds 
tive, and - poſitive Part of Obedience, or, with re- 
ſpe& unto what is forbidden, and commanded. He 
always did the Things which pleaſed the Father, John 
8. 29. He did 'em perfectly, univerſally, and. per- 
petually, from the firſt Moment of his Birth, to the 
laſt of his Life. So that the flaming Holineſs of 
God, his ſtrict Juſtice, and pure Law, could find no 
Fault with his Obedience, but was infinitely wel! 
pleaſed therewith; and in it, with all them for whom 
it was performed: The LorD #5 well-pleaſed for his 
Righteouſneſs Sake, Iſa. 42. 21. So white is the 
Church's Beloved! ſo pure in his Nature, and fo 
ſpotleſs in the Whole of his active Obedience, that 
ſhe might well, in the Views hereof, ſay, My Be- 
loved, is white) — And as ' ſhe view'd him in the 
Whiteneſs of his Perſon, and of his active Obe- . 
dience, by which he paid that vaſt Debt of univerſal 
Conformity to God's Law, which ſhe ow'd, on 
which account he was an amiable Object in her Eye; 
ſo, further, to ſer forth his infinite Suitablenefs to her 
Caſe, as a Sinner, and his incomparable Excellency, _ 
as'a Saviour, ſhe adds, and 10 2 
 Ruddy, This reſpects his Sufferings, Oh aſtoniſh- 
ing Mixture, White and Rudy! What muſt this 
finleſs One, ſuffer ! this ſpotleſs Lamb, die! Yet thus 
it was: I. beboved Chriſt to ſuffer, Luke 24. 46. 
His Bride had ſinn'd, and was under the Sentence of 
Death; and die ſhe muſt, if He had not dy'd for 
her, in her Room. Sin and Suffering go together x 
She had inn d; and He would ſuffer, Such was his 
boundleſs Love! And that Red, or Ruddy, ſiggyAes. | 
Sufferings ; ſee Iſa. 63. 2, 3. Wherefore art thou Red 
in thine Apparel, and thy Garments like bim that trrad- 
eth in the Wine fat? I have trodden the Wine-Preſs 
ta: E - done, 
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alone, and of the People there was none with me : for 1 
will tread em in mine Anger, and trample em in my 
Fury, and their Blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my Gar- 
ments, and I will ſtain all my Raiment. For the Day 
of Vengeance is in mine Heart, and the Year of my Re- 
deemed is come. Theſe Words, repreſent, 1. The 
Triumphs of Chriſt's Croſs. And, 2. The Triumphs 
of his Throne: Or, his redeeming his People, both 
by Price and Power. He firſt redeems em by his 
Blood ; and tramples down their Enemies, by being 
overcome. By the Death of his Croſs, he overcame 
Sin, the Law, Death and Hell : He ſpoiled Principa- 
lities and Powers, triumphing over them in it, Col. 
2. 13, 14, 15. In his Death, on his Croſs, or in Him- 
ſelf thereby. And then, in the Virtue of his God- 
like Blood, his Meritorious Death, he redeems his 
People by the Power of his Arm; and deftreys all 
their Enemies by his juſt Vengeance, when the Year 
of his Redeemed is come. Twas thro* Death, he 
deliver'd his Children, and deſtroy*d him that had the 
Power of Death, Heb. 2. 14, 13. And the Delive- 
rance of his People, and the Deſtruction of their E- 
nemies thereby, was Part of that Foy that was ſet be- 
fore bim, for which he endur d the Croſs, Heb. 12. 2. 
And therefore when the Hour of his Sufferings was 
come, he takes a View of the Fruit thereof, to en- 
courage him to go thro* them, By comparing him- 
ſelf, as having all his People, and all their Salvation 
in him, unto a Corn of Wheat : Except, ſays he, it be 
caſt into the Ground and die, it abideth alone: but if 
it die, it bringeth forth much Fruit, John 12. 24. 
And, now, ſays he, is the Judgment of this World: 
no ſhall the Prince of this World be caſt out. And 1, 
if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all Men 
uno "me, This be ſpake ſignifying what Death be 
* . | - ſhould 


DD. DC RL. Xx 
= TR - hey Ss el oe end _— 


© „ CORIT 
bould die, Ver. 31, 32, 33. *Tis as if he ſhould ſay, 
My Children are all in Me, and the Whole of 2berr 
Life and Salvation, depends uppn #y Death; and 
if I don't die, I muſt abide in Heaven alone: but if 
I die, I'll conquer Death, and riſe again with them 
all in myſelf, and raiſe them up to Glory with me, 
as the Fruit, the glorious Crop of my Sufferings. 
And therefore Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 
ſhall not ſeperate between Me, and Mine; I'll go 
-thro* it: And, no ſhall. the Prince of this World 
be caſt out. Now, by my Death, I'll fave Mine, 
and deſtroy their Enemies, If I be lifted up, I'll 
draw all Men unto me ; firſt in Grace, and then in 
Glory, And therefore, I'll ſet my Face as a Flint, 
and go thro* my deepeſt Sufferings, for the Glory 
of my Father, the Salvation of my Choſen, and the 
Deſtruction of their Enemies.” And the Sufferings 
pf Chriſt, the Church's Beloved, on which account 


he's ſtiled, Ruddy, may be referr'd to theſe three 


Heads: 1. The Imputation of Sin. 2. The Male - 
nition of the Law. And, 3. The Execution of the 
Law's Sentence. 3 
1. He was Ruddy, with reſpect to the Imputation 
of Sin. Sin, is of a Red, or bloody Colour, it beſpeaks 
Death to that Soul, wherever it is found: The Soul 
that finneth, ſhall die, Ezek. 18. 4. Die he muſt; 
either in his own Perſon, as bearing his own Sins upon 
him; or in the Perſon of his Surety, as ſtanding in 
bis Stead, And therefore, when the Lord ſets forth 
the Sins of his People, in their aggravated Guilt, - 
and Deſert of Puniſhment, he compares em to 
Scarlet, and Crimſon : Tho" they be as Scarlet, Red lite 
Crimſon, yet ſhall they be White as Snow, and as Wooll, 
Ia. 1, 18. That is, by an Application of pardoning 
Grace, thro' the Blood of Chrift, which cleanſeth 
| E 2 from” 


from all Sin. But 15 in its own Nature, is Red, 
and makes the Perſon ſo, wherever it is judicial 
charged. The Elect of God, themſelves, in the 
Fall, were Red by Sin, Red by the Declaration off 
Divine Vengeance, in the Curſe of the Law, and 
wou'd have been for ever Red under the fierce Wrath 
of God, and his fiery Indignation; had he not been 
in Chriſt, reconciling them unto. himſelf, not imputing i 
unto them heir Treſpaſſes, 2 Cor, 5. 19. And God, 
in order to his Non-imputation of Sin to his People, 
did 7mpute all their Sins to his dear Sou. Thus J. 
53. 6. All we like Sheep have. gone aſtray : we have 
turned every One to his own Way, and the Lox D bath 
laid on Him the Iniquity of us all. God the Father, 
in infinite Grace to us, took all the Iniquities of his 
Choſen, and - bundled 'em up, as it were, into one 
 Jniquity, one huge Maſs of Sin, which he laid upon 
his own Son. The Lorp hath laid, or made to 
meet, on Him, the Iniquity of us all. As, in the 
Type, all the Iniquities and Tranſgreſſions of God's 
People 1/rae!, in all their Sins, were put, or laid, 
upon the Head of the Scape-goat, at the Day of A- 
tonement: So were all the Sins of all that ſhall be 

* © , ſaved, at once laid, or made to meet upon. Chriſt, at 
that great atoning Day, when our Great High Prieſt 
offer'd up Himſelf, that one Great Sacrifice, once fot 
all, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, - and make Peace be- 
tween God and Us, or to make God and his People, 

for ever at Cue. And this laying of Sin upon 

- Chriſt, was by /mputation: As 2 Cor. 5.21. He hath 
made Him 10 be Sin for us, who knew no Sin; that 
woe might be made ibe Righteouſneſs. of God in Him. 

-- God, the Father made Chriſt Sin for us, or made 
Him our Sin, by transferring, or carrying over our 
Sin unto Him. He put Him in our Place, that 5 

| * een eee 
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might be put in His. He made Him Sin; that we 
might be made Righteouſneſs, Sin for us, or our Sinz 
that we might be made bis Righteouſneſs, or the 
Righteouſneſs. of God in Him. Which conſiſted in 
that complete Obedience, which He, Who was God 


1 and Man in one Perſon, yielded to the Divine Law. 


It was his Human Nature only, that was capable of 
$ obeying ; but as that Nature was perſonally united to 
the San of God; ſo his Obedience, was the Obedience 
of the Perſon; and was properly ſtiled, he Rigb- 
teouſneſs of God, as having a Divine Glory upon it. 
As his Blood, on the ſame Account, is called the 
Blood of God, Acts 20. 28, ff voy 
And, by the Way, Oh! the tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of this glorious Robe, which our Lord wrought 
out to be the juſtifying Righteouſneſs of his People ! 
it has, not only the utmoſt Perfections of a Creature 
in it, but the Rays of infinite Glory alſo, Reſplen- 
dently ſhining: therein! Oh, Who would chuſe to 
dreſs himſelf up in a Creature-Righteouſneſs, were it 
ever ſo perfect; much leſs in the filthy Rugs of a Sin- 
ner's Obedience, to ſtand in before a God of infinite 
Glory; when there is. ſuch a beauteous Garment, - 
ſuch a tranſcendent, glorious Robe provided, to clothe 
every naked Soul, that deſires to be found in it! I 
am ſure, none but . thoſe, who have no Eye of 
ö 1 aith, to behold its ſuperlative Hxcellency, its infinite 
Glory! 1 | | 
Well, Chriſt was made Sin for us, to take away 
our Unrighteouſneſs ; that we might be made Righ- 
teouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs of God in Him, 
And God's People are made ſo by Imputation, Rom. 
4. 6. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the Bleſſednefſs of 
the Man unto whom God imputeth Righteouſneſs with- 
out Worts. For, in a Law-Senſe, or by his _ 
3, | | be- 
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Obedience to the Law, There is none Righteous, 10 
not one, Chap, 3. 10. And as God's People are 
made Righteouſneſs by Imputation; So, in the ſame 
Senſe, Chriſt was made Sin. For, in no other Senſe, 
than that of Imputation, could He be made Sin, who 
knew no Sin, either by Inheſion or Commiſſion. © He 
who knew no Sin, was made Sin for us; that we (who 
| knew no Righteouſneſs) might be made the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God in Him, Oh glorious Exchange! 
The Riches of Divine Grace diſplay'd herein, will be 
the eternal Admiration of all the ſaved Ones! Oh 
how beautiful is Chriſt, to the Eye of his ſinful Spouſe, 
as Ruddy, in this firſt Head of his Sufferings ; while, 
in condeſcending Grace, his White, his Glorious Seff, 
ſtoops down to be made Sin for Her ! 

2. Our Lord was Ruddy with reſpect to the Law's 
Malediction. This was conſequent upon the former. 
The Father having imputed Sin, the Sin of his Peo- 
ple, the original Debtors, unto Chriſt their great 


| - Surety: His holy Law, found Sin upon him; and 


thundred out all its Curſes againſt him: It anathemiz'd 
him to the utmoſt, ' Thus, Gal. 3. 13. Chrif hath 
. redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed is every one 
that hangeth on a Tree, Stand amaz'd, Oh Heaven 
and Earth, at this: What, the /inleſs Jeſus, made a 
Curſe for Sinners! What, God bleſſed for ever, made 
a Curſe, an Execration for ſuch vile Wretches, who 
had juſtiy deſerved it! Was ever Love like this? Oh 
: - Heaven-aſtoniſhing, Earth-amazing, and Hell- con- 
founding Love? Lord, let us know more of this 
* Love of Cbriſt, which paſſeth Knowledge ! Our dear 
Jeu, What wouldſt thou endure our Curſe, that 
we might enjoy % Bleſſedneſs Oh let this Love 
tonſtrain us to give up ourſelves to Thee, to be en- 
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tirely Thine, who in this wondrous Inſtance, haſt | 
ſhewn thyſelf to be ſo entirely Ours ! | 
3. Our Lord was Ruddy, with reſpect to the Exe- 
N ution of the Law's Sentence. Thou ſhalt die, die the 
Dh, ſaith the Law of God; ſince thou'rt become 
Surety for thoſe Strangers to God, which have de- 
r' d it, thou ſhalt ſnart for it. Thus it brandiſh'd 
s flaming Sword, againſt our dear Lord Jeſus. And, 
Woke, O Sword, ſays ſtrict Juſtice, againſt my Shep- 
Nerd, and againſt the Man that is my Fellow, ſaith 
} be LORD 1. Hoſts : Smite the Shepherd, and the 
beep ſpall be ſcatter d, and I will turn mine Hand, 
Von the little Ones, Zech. 13. 7. This was the Lan- 
age of God's ſtrict Juſtice, when it found Sin, the 
8 zin of the ſtraying Sheep, upon Chriſt, the great 
hepherd : * Awake, O Sword: O Divine Juſtice, 
with all thy Rigours ; O Law of God, with all thy 
Curſes: Againſt my Shepherd, who engag*d from 
everlaſting” to die for his ſinful Sheep. And againſt 
the Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the LORD of 
Hoſts : Smite the Shepherd, ſpare him not a Jot; if 
he will ſave -his Sheep, let him die for it, Smite 
the Man that is my Fellow: Strike him to the very 
Soul, till thy Sword is ſatiate with his Blood. 
Thou haſt - here an adequate Object to deal with, 
the eternal Son of God, clothed with Human Na- 
ture, yea, with all the Sins of his Sheep. There- 
fore ſmite him deep, take thy Fill, he's an infinite 


Perſon, able to pay thee all thy Due. Saith the - 


LORD of Hoſts : Let all the Hoſts of Earth and 
Hell combine againſt him. Let Sin, Curſe, Men, 
Devils, : Darkneſs, Death and Grave beſet him 
round, and ſtrike him through with their barbed 
Arrows. And 1 will ſmite him, Pl bruiſe him: 
Mine Hand ſhall be upon him. None of the com- 


* bined 


to go thro? Death fot her. And, 


| eee 

© bihed- Powers: of Darkneſs, can fetch Blows" deep 
enough to ſatisfy for Sin. And therefore 17 ſmite 
him : TI let out my flaming Wrath, and fiery 

Indignation upon him, even into his very Soul; 
and make him feel the infinite Terrors of à Sin- 
revenging God: The Poiſon whereof ſhall drink 
up his Spirits, while he ſtands alone, (the Sheep be- 
ing ſcatterẽd) as the Mark of my Arrows, as the 
Butt of all my juſt Vengeance. And then, Be- 
hold, being fulſy fatisfy*d'by the Shepherd's Death, Wi 
¶ cuill turn mine Hand, in a Way of Grace and 
Life upon his Sheep, thoſe i,, Ones.“ Thus did 
the Law, and Juſtice of God, ſet themſelves in Battle - 
Aray againſt Chriſt, when for us he was made Sin, 3 
p 
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and a Curſe, 

And now, if ever, the Bride of Chriſt” wou'd have 
been ſeperated from him, when he muſt die the Death 
ſar her. (ſuch"a Death, that none but bimſelf could 
ſuſtain) had not his Love, Power, and Faith fulneſs 
been «equally infinite! But having lov'd her into 
Oneneſs with Himſelf from Everlaſting, he reſolv'd, 
in the ſame unchangeable Grace, that Nothing mould 

ſeperate her from him; And having anciently en- 
gag'd as her Surety, to pay her Debts, Faithfulne/s 
cas ibe Girdie of | bis Reins's he did not repent, nor 
turn away back from his Engagements, when he 
was call'd upon to pay her Scores; and therefore, 
travelling in the Greatneſs of his Sg he reſolves 
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Thus he went forth into the Cd, Where the 
Law and Juſtice of God arreſted him, Job. 18. 1. 
Her Sin began in a Garden, and ſo did his Suffering, 
Twas here, the approaching Storm of Divine Ven- 
geance began to drop down upon him; which made 

* Soul * rennt, even- unto. Death, Mat. 
| | 26. 38 


erer 


1 

38. Tun bre, the Father gave the Cup- of - 

— into his Hand ; which fild him with ſore 
maze Mark 14. 23. *T was here, he began to 

. > of that Cup of 4 


ion, which he was ſhortly 
d drink off, hich colt him ſuch an Agony, that he 
peat, as it were great Drops of Blood, falling down 
the Ground, Luke 22. 44. Here, he began his 
i with divine Vengeance, and to taſte of that 


| mazing Cup of Wrath, which made him in his in- 


Wocent Human Nature, ſhrink, and with the greateſt 
arneſtneſs, cry to his Father, That, if it was paſſible, 
the Cup might paſs from him: That is, If it had been 
wa — God could have been gloriß d, and his 
Far ſaved, he pray'd that the Cup might paſs 
Vom bim; if Not, with the greateſt Reſignation, he 


Ways he, F this Cup may not paſs from Me, except 1 
drink it, Thy Will be done, Mat. 26. 42. And then 
Ihe takes the Cup into his Hand, with Jofinice Reſo- 
Nution to drink it up: The Cup which my Father giu- 

th me to drink, ſhall I not drink it? Joby 18. 11. 
* after this his Agony in the Garden, Jeſus 
all Things that fhould come upon bim, goes 
ortb, in the higheſt Love and Duty to his Father; 
and in the 


ple; and meets thoſe Officers of the chief Prieſts, who 
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dreſſes them, Whom ſeek ye? They anſwer'd him, 
Jeſus of Nazareth.  Feſus ſaith unto them, I am He. 

As ſoon therefore, as he had ſaid unto them, I am He. 
they went backward, and fell to the Ground. He ler 
out ſuch a Ray of his infinite Glory upon em in 
thoſe Words, that they could not fand.betore it. To 


him, 


greateſt-Grace and Faithfulneſs to his Pes 


with | wicked Hands did take him. And thus he ad- 


: bow'd his Human Will, to the Divine. O my Father, 


ſhew, how feeble all their Strength was, and how _ 
impaſibe i was for em, wok. all their Force, to tate 


- 
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Ie it he had not Freelyi relign' d-hinfele" p to-their 


wicked Hands. And alſo to ſhew, that it was as 
eaſy to him, to daſh 'em into Hell in a Moment, 


with one Word of his Mouth, as it was to caſt them 


to the Earth, That fo their Sin, in Taking him, 


might de the more exceedingly aggravated, after their 


having had ſuch a convincing: Proof of his being the 
Son of God. And had they not been Judicially hard- 
ned, they could never, after this, have ſtretch'd forth 
their Hands to touch the Lord's Anointed. But Jeſus 
knowing that his Hour was come, and that the 
Scriptures muſt be fulfili'd, which had predicted his 
Sufferings; He withdrew: the Diſplay of his divine 


_ Glory, and ſuffers them to riſe from the Earth, and 


renew their Attempt to take him. When, looking 


upon 'em as the Meſſengers of God's Law and Fuſticc, 
as well as the Officers of the chief Prieſts, he again 


- 


ſays, Whom ſeek ye? They reply, Feſus of Nazareth. 
Feſus anſwer d, I have told you that I am He. If ye 
ſeek Me, let Theſe go their May. Thus he furren- 


der'd himſelf up to their wicked Hands; and thereby, 


into the Hands of God's righteous Law, and ftris 


Juſtice, to endure all that Vengeance that was due 
for the Sins of his People, that fo they might be de- 


liver'd from the Wrath to come. If ye ſeek Mz, 
let Theſe go their Way; 4. d. If I muſt ſuffer, let 
Mine go free. If I muſt die, let Theſe live. I give 


my Self to anſwer all that Law and Juſtice can de- 


"Maſter, whom he betray'd with a Ki 


* . 


mand; Take Me, and let Mine eſcape: Take the 
Surety, and let the Debtor go, John 18. 3, Sc. Ther 
the Band, and the Captain, and the Officers of the 
Jews, (who had been conducted by We va: his 

): 200k Feſus, 
and bound him and led bin away to Annas, and to 
Tr into the Palace of the High Prief,, Ver. 12, 


13. 
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133 15. Where they mock'd bim, ſmote bim, and blaſ- 
phem'd bim, Luke 22. 63, 64, 65. Where he endur 4 
the  Contradiftion of Sinners againſt himſe;if : While 
they agreed to bear falſe Witneſs againſt him, and 
could not agree, as to. the Matter of Charge, Mark. 
14. 36, Sc. But Feſus beld his Peace, and anfwer'd 
Nathing.' Until the High Prieſt aſked him, Art. 
thou the Chriſt, the Son of the Bleſſed? And Jeſus ſaid, 
Tam: and ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man filling on the 
right Hand of Power, and coming in the Clouds of Hea- 
ven. Then the High Prieſt rent his Clothes, and ſaith, 
What need we any further Witneſſes ? Je have heard 
the Blaſphemy : What think ye? And they all condemn d 
bim to be guilty of Death. Then they bound him, and 
deliver'd him to Pilate, vehemently accus'd him, and 
inſtantly requir*d that he ſhould be crucify'd, Chap. 
15. 1, Sc. But Feſus yet anſwered Nothing. Be- 
cauſe, thoꝰ guiltleſs in himſelf, and as he ſtood at Pi- 
late's. Bar, yet he ſtood for thoſe. that were guilty, at 
the Bar of divine Fuſtice, and were there charg'd. 
with their Crimes; and therefore he ſubmits to the 
Sentence of that inferior Court; when he was brought 
there, as a Lamb to the Slaughter, he open'd not bis 
Mouth, And when Pilate, convinc'd of his Inno- 
cence, and of their unjuſt: Rage, ſaughr in vain, to 
releaſe him; he ſcourged Jeſus, and deliver'd him to be 
crucify'd, Ver. 13. Then the Soldiers led away Feſus 
into the common Hall, where, calling together the whole 
Band, they cloth'd him with a purple Robe, platted a 
Crown of Thorns, which they ſet on bis Head, and put 
a Reed in bis right Hand. Then they began ta. ſalute 
bim, Hail King of tbe Jews. They ſmate bim, ſpit 
upon him, and in Mockery, bowing their Knces, wor- 
ſhip*d bim, Ver. 16, Sc. Oh, Infinite Condeſcen- 
lon} Wou'd the Lord of Glary be thus mock'd, . 
| ſmore. . 
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ſmote, and ſpit upon, for ſuch vile worms as 171 
Wou'd Hz, who was the Adoration of Angels,” for 
. Us be thus ſcorn'd by the vileſt of Men Would 
Hr, whoſe Right it was to wear a Crown" of Glory, 
for Us endure a Crown of Thorns to be ſet upon his 
Head! Would Hz, that fway*d the Sceptre of Hea- 
ven and Earth, ſuffer a Reed, a feeble Reed, to be 
— into his Right Hand ! Oh, Infinite Grace to Us! 
Oh, Infinite Patience in Him | Oh, Infinite Forbear- 
ance to thoſe his Enemies! Had he not been the 
frong God, he could never have endur d ſuch Indi- 

tres ! | 

And when they had mocha him, they led him 
away to be crucify'd, to Golgotha, the Place of a 
Scull, an unclean Place. For there he was to die, 
becauſe, tho* Purity it ſelf, both created and un- 
created, join'd in One, yet he had all our Unclean- 
neſs upon him : And was therefore to ſuffer without 
the Gate of Jeruſalem; that City which had à typical 
Holineſs in it, God having choſen it to put his Name 
there. As the Bodies of thoſe Beaſts, which were of- 
fered for Sin, whoſe Blood was brought into the Sanc- 
tuary, by the High Prieſt, _ . without the Camp, 
Where God dwelt, Heb. 13. 11. Thus was he ſepe- 
rated from God's typical Peo opt and holy City, and 
brought into the Place of a Scull, where they cruci- 
fy'd him, between wo en, as if He was the 
Chief of Malefactors. Thus was He number d with 
Tranſereſſors.” And here the aft Scene of his Sulfer- 

ings Began. 
No the Rage of Earth; the Fury of Hell; and 

che Wrath of Heaven, were at once let looſe 
Him. They which pad vy, wagg d their Heads at 
bim; the High Prieſts mock 4 him ; the Thieves, on 
- eicher Side of him, revil d him. And all the Powers 
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of Hell unchain'd; vented their Fury upon him. A 
it was the Hour of his Sufferings, ſo it was the Hour 
of his Enemies Triumph ; it was their Hour, and the 
Power of Darkneſs. Many Bulls, frong Bulls of Ba- 
ſhan, beſet bim round. The Afembly ef the Wicked. 
entlos'd bim, Pſal. 22. 12, — 16. And Satan; that 
roaring Lion, 'with all his Legions of Devils, gaping 
upon him with their Moutbs, would have ſwallow'd 
him up, Ver. 21. He ſought for Comforters, but found 
none, Pal. 69. 20. No; his Friends forſook him; 
and his Enemies with the utmoſt Rage and Cruelty, 
triumph'd over him. He had not ſo much as the 
leaſt Dram of Comfort from any of the Creatures. 
Not ſo much as the Light of the Sun; but there was 
Darkneſs over the Earth, from the ſixth Hour, until 
the Ninth, Mark 15. 33. And what was yet more, 
Gov hid his Face from him, and pour'd out upon 
him the Floods of his Indignation, even all that 
flaming Wrath, which was the juſt Deſert of all that 
innumerable - Multitude, for whom he ſuffer'd. 
Which made him cry out, My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Ver. 34. Oh, What did our 
Lord endure! What exquiſite Agonies in his Body . 
What unutterable, inconceivable Torments in his 
| Soul, while he hung upon the Croſs, in his Derelict ion- 
| Hour ! He then endur'd our Hell; even all that fiery 
Vengeance, that we muſt have borne in Hell for 
| ever. Oh, What a Cup of Wrath, did his capa- 
cious Soul drink off, even. to the Bottom! For be- 
ing an infinite Perſon, the Sufferings of his Human 
Nature, had an infinite Merit in them ; and there- 
fore at one Draught, Hz could drink up all that 
Wrath, which would have been endleſs to us! And 
this he did when on the Croſs : For lo, he cry'd 
out, 1 is Finiſhed! The Sufferings of his 1 2 5 
4 . | | niſh* » 
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fnih'd;! and then he :bow'd the Head, and. gave up 

the Ghoſt.” He yielded his Spirit into the Hands of 
his Father, and his Body unto Death and the Grave, 
n 19. 30. But Oh, What a Sight was this, to 
wondring Angels! To ſee the Lord of Glory thus 
Suffer 1 Phe Prince of Life, thus die! And now, the 
Law's Sentence was fully executed, and divine Juſtice 
fully ſatisſy d. The Law call'd for the Death of the 
Sande and it had the Death of the Saviour! Juſtice 
call'd for the Sinner's Blood ;; the Saviour preſents his 
own! Thus the Church's Beloved, is Ruddy ! And, 
Oh, how beautiful is He, as ſuch, in her Eye! Since 
in his Death, is ber Life! + 

birdy. The Spouſe's Beloved, is White and Rud- 
FP in regard to his Victory over his Enemies, and his 
Vengeance againſt them. 
We have ſeen the Lord of Life, for us, * 
the Dominion of Death, and the Grave: But it was 
impoſſible for bim, to be bolden of tbem, Acts 2. 24. 
For having given ſuch a full Price into the Hands 
of divine Juſtice, by his own bloody Sufferings, and 
meritorious Death; it was juſt with God, to ſet 
him free : And therefore, God the Father rais'd him 
from Death to Life, to die no more. And thereby, 
did openly acquit, and 2 him, in the Name, 
and Room of his People, whoſe Surety He was, and 
whoſe Debt of Suffcrings, he had fully paid, by the 
in valuable Price of his own Blood. For as he was 
deliver d for our Offences,” ſo be was rais'd again for 
our 'Fuſtification,” Rom. 4. 25. And He, having gi- 
ven his own Life, an infinite Ranſom for his Spouſe; 
It was a righteous Thing with God, that foe, alſo, 
mould be delivered. And accordingly ſnhe was, my- 
ſtically rais' d up in Him, from under all Guile, 
. W e and Death, to * ou with Him, Eph. 


£4 "Fr 1: 
2. 5, 6. Even when we were dead in Sins, bath. Ann 
ned us together with Chriſt: And - bath raiſed us up 
together. In which myſtical Salvation of the Spouſe, 
the exceeding Riches of Grace, and the Glory of ſatis- 
5 Juſtice, did brightly Mine; and herein a moſt 
firm Baſis was laid, for all that vaſt Superſtructure, 
of her perſonal Salvation, from Sin, Satan, Death 
and Grave, which ſhall one Day ſtand upon it: 
Wherein the exceeding Riches of divine Grace, will 
ſhine glorioufly, to the endleſs Ages of Eternity. 

And as God the Father rais'd Chriſt, from the 
Dead, victorious over all his Enemies: So, Cbriſt, 
alſo, rais'd Himſelf. He had Power, , as the Son of 
God, to lay down: his Human Life, and to take it 
again, John 10. 10. And, ſays he to the Jas, De- 
ow this T, emple, (i. e. Of his Body) and in three Days, 

1 will raiſe it up, Chap. 2. 19. And as, in his migh- 
ty Strength, he roſe from the Grave, a triumphant 
Conqueror over his, and his Peoples Enemies; and Jo 
was bite, in his Vidtomy over them; fo. likewiſe, 
he was Ruddy in his Vengeance againſt them: He roſe 
in Triumph, the Triumph of his having conquer 'd 
them by the Price of his Death, to e em dow! 
in wan by the Power of his Life. +1 
And accordingly, Having conquer'd all, the Ene- | 
mies of his rate > he aſcended up on high, to. his, 
and her Father, and led Captivity captive, Eph 4. 8. 
Or dragg'd all the Powers of Darkneſs, hich had 
led her captive) -as it were at his Chariot heels. As 
was the Cuſtom of the Roman Conquerors, (to which 
this ſeems to allude) in the utmoſt Triumph, to drag 
thoſe they overcame in. Battle, at, their Chaniot 
Wheels. So, When God, the Mediator, went up with 
4 Shout, the Loxp with. the. Sound. of a Trumpet, 
% : 47 5 amidſt thoſe Chariots ff ſoak Which nm 9 
2; : nat 


i lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, and the King of Glory 


DER eee 
| fort to attend the Lond of Hoſts, mighty in Batt 

| on His triumphant wtf his — Royal 20 
Heaven; be led Captivity captive. Having ſpoiled 
Principalities and Powers, be, in the utmoſt Tri- 
umph, made a Shew: of them openly, Col, 2. 15. a- 
mongſt all his magnificent Retinue, thoſe Hoſts of 
glorious Angels, who were ſent to attend their Lox», 
to ſhout his Victories, and proclaim his State. Oh, 
© , the. bright Triumphs of that Day, when theſe He- 
 ralds- of the King of Glory demanded Entrance for 
him; or call'd to their Fellow Angels, in the Royal 
Court, to be in Readineſs to raiſe their Shouts, and 
with the higheſt Acclamations, welcome him Home! 
Pſal. 24. 7. Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be 


Hall come in. This was the Voice of theſe Harbin- 
gers of this victorious Prince, Which, to make way 

or a further Proclamation of the Glory of his State, 
and wonderful- Atchievements, was thus anſwer'd 
froth within, N bo rs this King of Glory? To which 
they reply, The Lorry firong- and mighty, the Log 
mighty in Battle, ver. 8. The mighty Gop ! Who, 


din the Human Nature, has fought  ſingle-handed, 


with all the Powers of Darkneſs, and gain'd à com- 
* plere, and eternal Victory over them !* And there- 
fore, Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, even lift them 


. up, ye everluſting Doors, and the King of Glory ſhall 


come in, ver. 9. And then again, they're anſwer'd, 
N bo is this King of Glory? q. d. Tell us more of his 
Royalty, cis a delightful Theme; Who is Hs, that 
comes up in ſuck State? To which they again re- 

-ply, The Loxy of HosTs, He is ibe Kix ef Glo- 

RI Ver. 10. Tis He, that is Gop by Nature, 

Innova, the Lord of Hos rs; who now comes 
- * up triumphant in the Human Nature, as GRE | 
1 5 n | | « Hea 
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6, Hed of Angels Vea, of all the Creatures in Hea- 
@ yen, Earth and Hell: It is the Kino of Grox Y! 
© *Tis He, that has all Glory, originally, and inde- 
« pendently, in, and of Himſelf, as God. That had 
© all Glory anciently ſettled upon his Perſon as 
God. Man, the Great Head over all Perſons and; 
Things. And that now, as the great Saviour, is 
deſervedly, to be crown'd with all Glory; and that, 
as ſuch, is to be the Author, Giver, and Main- 
© tainer of all Glory, to ſaved Men, and ſtanding An- 
gels; and tremendous Judge of wicked Men and 
Devils.“ To which no further Reply is made. No; 
He enters triumphant | All the glorify'd Saints, all 
the bright Angels and Arch-angels, Welcom'd this 
King of Glory to his Majeſtick Throne, with the 
higheſt Acclamations of Joy, the greateſt Reverence, 
and moſt profound Adoration | Yea, his Father wel- 
comes him; and ſets him down with Him in his 
Throne, Heb. 12. 2. He was ſo great a Perſon, as 
the eternal Son, of the eternal Father, that he thought 
it not Robbery to be equal with God: And yet he made 
himſelf of no Reputation, and took upon him the Form 
of a Servant, and was made in the Likeneſs of Men : 
And being found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled bim- 
ſelf, and became obedient unto Death, even the Death 
of the Croſs. "Wherefore, God highly exalted bim, and 
gave him a Name which is above every Name: 7 hat at 
the' Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in 
Heaven, of Things in Karth, and Things a the 
Earth; And that every Tongue ſbould confeſs, that Je- 
fas Chriſt. is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, 
Phil. 2. 6, Fc. Thus highly was he exalted, upon 
his Aſcenſion to Heaven. The Father, bid bim fit 
at. bis- Right Hand, until he made his Enemies his 
Footſtool, Pſ. 110. 1. Yea, he then put all Things, 
ee under his . * as he had a ſtrong 
Rod, 


SEA | 
Rod, 4 mighty Sceptre of Goverament given . 
to daſb all his Enemies in Pieces, like à Polſer's Veſſel 

So, this Loxd at God's right Hand, firikes ibro* 


Kings, even all Powers whatſoever that oppoſe him, 


in the Day of bis Wrath, Pl. 2. 9. and 110. 5. Thus, 


the Spouſe's Beloved, is White, in his glorious Victo- 
ries over all His, and Her Enemies; and Ruddy, in 
his authoritative, and executive Vengeance againſt them, 
in his Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and Seſſion at God's 

Right Hand. Again, 

Fourth. The Spouſe's Beleved, is 1hite and Rud- 
ay, in his heavenly Glory. 

He is bite, in that perſonal, and relative Gloxy, 
He now wears in Heaven, as the great Head of the 
Church; and Ruaddy, as the exalted Saviour, God 
the Father, not only put. all Things under Chriſt's 
Feet, i. e. all his Enemies; and gave him to be the 
Head over all Things to the Church, Eph. 1. 22, That 

is, a monarchial Head, or an Head of Government, 
_ over all Creatures and Things, for the Good of his 
Church: But he is alſo, the Head of the Church, 
Col. 1. 18. And be is the Head of the Body, the Church. 
And he is ſo, 1. In regard of Repreſentation. 2. In 

regard of Government. And 3. With reſpect to Com- 
munication. 

1. Our Lord is the Head of the Church in regard 
of Repreſentation. 
When Chriſt aſcended to Glory y, he did. not go, 
as a ſingle Perſon, for himſelf, alone, but as the Re- 
preſentative of his People, Heb. 6. 20. Whither the 
Forerunner, is for us entred. Our Great High Prieſt, 
entred within the Vail, into Heaven itſelf, with bis 

own Blood, as the Forerunner of his People, to pre- 
| pare, and take up Places for all the Heirs of Glory 
* And he likewiſe entred for us, as Repreſenting all the 
De ha of his N W in Himſelf. % 1 
ANF \ , | 2 


* 1 '51-]; Wi 
? High Prieſt under the Law, entred into the Preſence 
of God, as the Repreſentative of the People, bearing 
all the "Names of the Twelve Tribes upon his Breaſt- 
pflate, and Epbod, for a Memorial before the Lord / 
continually ; and likewiſe all their Services, as Hol 1- 
NESS To JeHovan, by that Plate of pure Gold, with 
this woo on which he wore upon his Head, 
Exod. 28. So, Chriſt, our Goſpel High Prieft, entred 
into Heaven for his People, and now appears in the 
Preſence of God fur us, Heb. 9. 24. Repreſenting us 
in his own Perfections, and Glory. The Law's High 
Prieſt, indeed food continually, when he entred into 
the Preſence of God, not being permitted to fit down , 
becauſe the great Sacrifice was not then offer*d, and 
ſo his Work of ſacrificing not done. But our Goſ- 
pel High Prieſt, when he went into Glory, ſat down, 
for ever ſat down, as having completely finiſh*d that 
great Work of Atonement, which the Father gave 
him to do. Nor does he fit there, alone. No, all 
His fit there, myſtically in Him, As. Eph. 2. 6. 
And bath raiſc 'd us up together, and made us (it toge- 
ther, in Heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus. And this 
complete myſtical Salvation, ſecures all that complete 
perſonal Salvation, which the ſaved of the Lord ſhall 
one Day enjoy. Thus Chriſt is the Head of the 
Church, in regard of Repreſentation. i 
2. He is the Head of the Church, in regard af 
Government. When Chriſt aſcended to Glory, God 
| the Father, not only made him King of Nations, and 
gave him a monarchial Headſhip over all Things, 70 
| (or for the Good of ) his Church; and as ſuch, an 
Iron Rod, to daſh in Pieces all that oppoſe him; 
| - But: he alſo made him King of the Church, and ſet 
him as ſuch, upon his holy Hill of Zion; to Save, 
| and Rule. his People, by the ſweet, and powerful 
| : Sceptre of bis Grace, Pal. 2. 6. and 110. 3: Our 
Lebe, is to his Church, Juſt King of Righte- 


ouſne(s 
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ouſneſs, and after that alſo, | King of Salem, King of Min 
Peace, Heb. 7. 2. He's King of Righteouſneſs, as he Ich 
Ful d all Righteouſneſs by his own great Obedience; tb 
as he brought this in, to the Preſence of the Father, ty 
with the higheſt Acceptance, to be the everlaſting 0 
| Righteouſneſs of his People, which he grants unto 
'em, as their bright Array: As he diſpenſes all Righ- 
teouſneſs for em, by ſubduing all their Enemies, 
and ſecuring unto them, all their Privileges :: And as 
he works all Righteouſneſs in, and by them7. And, 
 _ he's King of Peace, as he made Peace for his, People, 
by the Blood of his Croſs; which was the Covenant- 
| Foundation of his Regal Glory; and as he diſpenſes 
Peace from: his Throne. All Peace, Pardon, Grace, 
Life and Glory, this King of Peace, diſpenſes from 
his Throne, unto all the happy Subjects of his Reign, 
both in this World, and that which is to come. And 
as ſuch a King, that has done, doth, and will do fo 
for his People, he now fits in Heaven, Thus Chriſt 
is the Head of the Church, in regard of Government. 
$4 oa She S* | 
3. Our Lord is the Head of the Church, with re- 
. {gar to Communication. He is the Head of the Bo- 
cd of the Church, He ſtands, ſpiritually, in as near 
24 Relation to the Church, as the Head, naturally, 
doth to its own Body, And as the Head, in Nature, 
communicates animal Spirits, for Senſe and Mo- 
tion, to all the Members ; So, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as Head of Influence, communicates Life to all the 
Members of his Body; and is the Cauſe of all their 
Motion. I live; fays the Apoſtle, yet not I, but 
, Chriſt lives in me, Gal. 2. 20, As the Members of 
the Body natural, are the Fulneſ of the Head, and 
- © live from it: So, the Members of the Body Myſtical, 
are the Fulne/s of Chriſt the Head, who filleth all in 
%, Eph, . 23. That is, all his Members, with Life, 
l A enn sid 01. i ele 
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in all'the Kinds, ad; Degrees of it- As Chriſt 15 i 


the Head of the Church, fo, it pleaſed the Father, 
that: in Him, all Fulneſs ſbould dwell , both of Na- 
ture, Grace, and Glory, Col. 1. 19. As the Fulneſs * 
of Light in the Sun, or of Water in the Sea: To 

be communicated to his Members, in all thoſe various 
Meaſures; which boundleſs Love, and infinite Waſ- 
dom had ordain'd, ' And therefore the Apoltle Jobn 
ſpeaking of Chriſt's Glory, as full. of Grace and 


Fulneſs baue all we received, and Grace for Grace, 
John. 1. 14, — 16. Thus it is here in Grace, and 
thus it will be hereafter in Glory. And even now, 
Chriſt wears in Heaven, the Glory of his his Head- 
ſhip,” both in its perſonal, and relative Branches. As 
the Sun, hath one Glory, peculiar to itſelf, as it is a 
complete Body of Light ; and another, as it communi- 
cates Light, or is appointed to be the communicative 
Fountain of it, to all the Leſſer Luminaries: So 
Chriſt, as the Head of the Church, hath both a per- 
ſonal and relative Glory. On which Account he's 
Mhite, and exceeding beautiful in the Eye of his Spouſe. 
And as he's White, in his heavenly Glory, as the 
great Head of the Church; So, he's alſo Ruddy, as 
the exalted Saviour. For tho“ he is not now under 
the Dominion of Death, nor ſhall it have any more 
Dominion over Him, Rom. 6. 9. Yet he wears in 
Heaven, the Glory of his Crucifixion ; and appears as 
the Lamb, that was once ſlain, Rev. 5. 6. And I le- 
held, and lo, in the midſt of the Throne, and of the 
four Beaſts, and in the midſt of the Elders flood a 
Lamb, ag it bad, been ſlain, having. ſeven Horns, and 
ſeven" Eyes, which, ure the ſeven Spirits of God ſent 
forth into all the Earth. The exalted Saviour, is 
here beheld by his Servant Jobn, in his heavenly 
1 in the! mid of the _— as a Lamb that 
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Truth, ſays, for himſelf, and all the Saints, Of bis 


27 
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eee 
had been Lain. And tho? he's here view'd; lodin 


There fload a Lamb, &c. Yet this don't. in the leaf 
thwart thoſe other Scriptures, where he is ſaid to //, 
or be ſet down. Becauſe, the Phraſe of his being 
ſet down, denotes, his having finiſh'd that Part of hi 

prieſtiy Work, which he was to perform here be/ow, i 
in offering up Himſelf, as the great Sacrifice of A. 
tonement; and his having entred into Heaven with hi; 

own Blood, to the full Satisfaction of divine Juſtice; 
| whereupon the Father glorify'd him to the utmoſt, 
as having ſav'd his People by bis meritorious Death 
on the Croſs, and gave him all Fulneſs of Power, to 
ſave them by h's Life on the Throne. But this, 0 
his S{anding, ſets out, His Readineſs to ſave his Peo- 
ple, by the Execution of that Part of his prieftly Of- 
ce, which he performs now, above; in preſenting 
his own Perſon, Blood, and Righteouſneſs for hi 
People, before the Face of his Father; and in the 
Virtue thereof, making continual Interceſſion for them 
as alſo, His Readineſs to exert the Fulneſs of his King!) 
- Power, for their complete Salvation, And fo, then 
is a perfect Harmony between theſe, ſeeming, con 

. trary Phraſes, of his /#ting, and fanding,. as both ar: 
- apply-d to the Gl:ry of bis Throne in Heaven. Dor 
he fland as a Lamb? tis As, it had been ſlain; That 
- Work-finiſb'd, and in that Regard ſet down': As 1 
High Pr.? *us As, having offer'd his one grea 
\ Sacrifice; and now, only, in the Virtue thereof 
making [nterceſſion on his Throne. And thus it wa 
long | ago forctold- of him, And He ſball be a Prit 
upon bis Throne, Zech 6. 13. And, ſays the Apoſtle 
We. have. ſuch an High Prieſt, ubo is ſet on the Right 

Band of the Throne” of. the Majeliy in the Heaven! 
eb. 8. 1. And ſo here, The We it had beet 
lain, ſtanding in the midſt of the Throne, is ſe 

forth as having even Horns, and ſeven Eyas: vr 

A Perfection of Power, and a Perfection of Knon 
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edge and Wiſdom, to manage all the Affairs of his 
tingdom, founded in his Sacrifice, to ſave his Peo- 
le, and deſtroy his Enemies; by his Spirit, (with 
hich he is immeaſurably fill'd) in his ſeven- fold Ope- 
ations, ſent forth into all the Earth. Thus the once 
ain Lamb, upon his Glory-Throne in Heaven, 1s 
„ie and Ruddy, as the great Head of the Church, 
and the exalted Saviour ! Once more, | 
Fifthly. The Church's Beloved, is Fhite and 
aach, wich reſpect to the deſcribed Glory of his 
ext Appearance. He'll come again, in the brighteſt 
Glory, as the Church's Bridegroom : And in the moſt 
flaming Wrath, as the tremendous Fudge of wicked 
Men, and Devils. 17 75 l . 
When our Lord appears the ſerond Time, without 
Sin, unto the compleat Salvation of his People z he'll. 
come in his own Glory, in the Glory of his Father, 


Bride openly, in the Face of all the Creatures, Thus, 
Mat. 25.10. it's ſaid, And while they: went to buy, 
tbe Bridegroom came, and they that were ready, went 
in with him to the Marriage, and the Door was ſhut. 
By the Bridegroom here, our Lord intends Himſelf : - 
By his Coming, His next, .glorious Appearance: By 
thoſe that were ready, His Bride: By their going in 
with bim to the Marriage, His taking her, into the 
open Marriage Glory with himſelf. And by thoſe 
that went to Zh Oil; thoſe Nominal Chriſtians, who 
only had a Lamp of Profeſſion, and were deſtitute of 
the Holy Spirit, and his Grace in their Hearts. And 
by the Door being ſhut upon them, that it wlll. be ut- | 
terly impaſible for Graceleſs Souls, to have the leaſt 
Participation of Glory. This will be the fad Caſe of 
"Sy all Unbelievers. in that Day, who have no ſpiritual 
eg Acquaintance with Chriſt, in his Perſon and Grace, 
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and in the Glory of his holy Angels; to marry his 
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by ſpecial Faith, in MG But hive ty cite] 
_ themſelves in their apprehended Purity, by à bare 
' Profeſſion of his Name, attended with ſome imper- 
fect Moral Performances of their own; as if this 
was enough to recommend 'em to the Bridegroomꝰ 8 
- Favour, and a Dreſs ſufficient to ſtand in before the 
King of Glory. When, alas, ſuch Souls, having 
gone after other. Lovers, than Chriſt, and being deſti- 

rute of the Wedding Garment of bis Righteouſneſs ; 

will be found Filthy, and utterly Speechleſs, and caſt 

out, Declaratively, from. Chriſt's viſible Church, in 

that Day, as having had no Right to have had a 
Place therein, in this” And thence” alſo, Authorita- 
tively, having all their Sins bound upon 'em by the 
Curſes of the Law, ſhall be caſt out, into outer Dark- 
neſs : Or, as unclean, among the Veſſels of Wrath, 
unto whom is reſerved, the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for 
ever. But as for thoſe Virgin Souls, who have had 

the Faith of God's Elit; and from thence, a Diſco- 
very of the tranſcendent Glory of Chriſt, in his Per- 

fon, Love, Blood and Righteouſneſs; to the at- 
tracting their Souls into earneſt Deſires after Him, 
and an entire Reſignation to him, as their Lord and 
} Huſband, and from thence have yielded Obedience 
to him, in all Holy Converfation, and Goſpel-Pro- 
. Theſe, as having been ſecretly e/pouſed' to 

* Chriſt here in Grace, ſhall be openly married unto 
him in Glory, Then that Prayer + our Lord, John 

17. 20, 22 ſhall be fully anſwer'd, and what was 
forerold therein, fully accompliſh'd, ' Neither pray 1 
for theſe alone, but for them alſo which Hall believe on 
Me thre thtiy Ford: bat. they all "may be one, 45 
- . thou Father art” in Me; and 1 in T Ber; 3 9250 they alſo | 
, may be one in us: That the Werld may believe that Thou. 
* 23 Me. "no the — which thou gave at 
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I bav# given them e That they may be One, | even as We 
are One: iii iben, and thou in Me," that they may 
be maile per fett in One," and that' the World may know 
that” thou ha ſent Me, arid haſt loved them as thou 
haſt "loved Me. Then all God's Choſen, that have 
been enabled to believe in Jeſus, ſhall be openly one 


with him; or appear in the Glory of their Marriage» - + 


Union, and Kelation to him; as the Father, and He- 
were One, in the Settlement of all this Glory upon 
them. Then Chriſt the Bridegroom, and the Church 
his Bride, will have ſuch a Glory put upon them, in 
this their mutual Relation to each other, upon the 
Bottom of God's everlaſting Love unto them, that 
will Hl the World with Amazement. When Chriſt, 
the Bridegroom, appears in Glory; the Church, the 
Bride, "ſhall likewiſe appear with bim. The laſt 
View the World had of Chrif, was, as Hanging on 
the Groſs, and laid in a Tomb. They ſaw him in the 
Depth of his Humiliation; diſbehev'd his Maſſab- 
Hip, deſpiſed, and rejected him. But when he 
comes again, they ſhall ſee him in his Glory. They 
ſhall fee that ſame Jeſus whom they crucified, riſen, 
exalted into Glory, and fitting on the Right Hand 
of Power, as the awful Judge of Quick and Dead. 
Yea, they ſhall ſee him, as the glorify'd Head, 
Hausband, and Saviour of his Church; and then they 
ſhall” believe that the Father ſent bim. Not believe, 
and be ſaved: © But believe, and be confounded. 
Theſe Deſpiſers, ſhall then See, Wonder; and Periſb 
for deſpiling the ſent Saviour, Acts 13. 41. And, 
as to their amazing Terror, they ſhall fee that Jeſus, 
whom they once. deſpiſed, and thought they had 


nal his riſen Glory; in his perſonal Glory, as God- 
Man, and in his Bridegroom- Glory, as Head; and 
A - Saviour 


made an End of, as a poor, ſorry Man, come again, 5 7 


4 ee We 
Saviour of the Church. 80 \hkewiſe, they wal e 
tbe Chur, the Bride, the Saved of the Lord, that 
had followed the Lamb whitherſoever he went, and 
eome up out of great Tnbulations; with her Reſut- 
rection- Body, exact / conform'd to Chriſt's glorious 
Body, and het white Robes of Glory, her Bridal 
_ Garments. on, advanc'd to. fit: with Him on His 
Throne; or ihto the open Glory of Union to ber 
Royal Bridegroom's Perſon, and Communion with 
3 uch in all his Kingly Glory: He having completely 
ſav'd her, and openly given her, a Purticipation of 
all that Glory which the Fathet gave to Him. And 
then the World ſhall Eni, to their everlaſting Con- 
fuſton, that the Father has loved Her, even as He 
ſoded Him. That as he loved Chriſt, fo, as to make 
Him the Bridegroom of the Church ; fo be loved 
her, to make her his Bride. That as he loved Chriſt, 
_ as” Man, into the higheſt Union, and Communion 
With bimſelf in -Gloty: 3 ſo;-he: loved the Church, his 
Bride, into a Joynt Participation of that, his ineon- 
ceivable, Bliſs. Then all their unbeſieving Caviis at 
Diſtinguiſhing Grate, towards 4 — in Chriſt, 
will be for ever filenced when they behold ſuch 4 
Diſtinguiſhing Glory, put upon thoſe, who by Na- 
ture, were no better than themſelves. © They'll then 
be fully convinc'd, that nothing leſs] than -eternal 
Love, in Father, Son, und Spirit, in «abſolute E- 
| - Hleftion, particular Redemption, and ſpecial Voca- 
| tion; could be Foundation ſtrong enobgb, to beat 
tte vaſt Superſtrufture. of that Great Sal vation of 
God's People, bich they hall then ſee laid upon it. 
Then every Mourb tvil i bs Popped, and all ibe World 
Jecome Guiliy before Cod. Twill then be full) 
"known, that. Man's Deftruftion was' entirely of Bim 
AGE: and his Eee only. of. the Lon p. od bo: 
; th ens. thole 
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thoſe which peri, . have deſtroy'd themſelves: by 
Sin; and thoſe which are ſaued, are ſaved alone hy 
God's Free: Grace: When they 9 85 appear with 
Gris, \ in, the Guy of their Marriage Relation to 
him. Oh the Glory of that bright Day, when the 
Marriage , the Lamb, ſhall be came]! Rev. 19. 7.. 
With what à tranſcendent Brightneſs, will the Lamb 
thine upon his Throne, when he has all that Glory 
given — which he was worthy. of, as once ſlain on 


when all that Glory is put upon het, which was pur- 
chas d by his Blood How glotious will the Lamb's 
Love then appear in his Bride's Eye, in giving her 
ſuck Life, thro' his own Death! Since ſhe had never 
had the Enjoyment of her Bridegroom on the 
Throne, if — had not been for her, the Lamb ſlain 
on the Croſs And how inconceivably great will the 
Joy of that Day be, when Chriſt, the Beloved, pre · 
tent his Spouſe. unto. bhimſelf, a glorious Church, not 
'baving Spot, or Wrinkle, ar any ſuch Thing | And 
_ how. glorious. will be the Lamb's Praiſes z when all 
. the- innumerable Multitude of ſaved Men, together 
with all the bright Hdſts of glorious Angels, ſhall in 
joynt Hallelujahs, give him the Honour that is due 
unto his Name! But che Glory af Chriſt, at his next 
appearing, is too great to be either conceiv'd, or 
expfreſt in all its refulgent Rays! Aad as bel 
3 _— white, as the. ee of his gd 80 
[ a) &.-DUD.. > B62 
10 Kuda, AS "Ba, n Judge 6 wicked Men, 
and Devils. When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is revealed 
—_— Heaven with bit tughty Angels, twill be is 


_ flaming Fire, te tate Vengeance on them that know' not 
Sad, and that. obey tot the Goſpel : Mbo ſhall then be 
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the Croſs} And how ſplendid will ia Bride appear, 


 - tains 10 fall apo 


Horſe, as a victorious Warrior, to denote his Victory 


Ar, Ver. 19. And the Beaſt was taken, and with 
Bim the falſe Prophet, ubich * wrought” Miracles before 


| for -choſe/-his Enemies, who-'ſhall be ſo. -deſper 
Lerche, e oe Ce, d dun of the Saints hom 
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of the Lord, and from ibe Glory of bis Power, 2 Theſ⸗ 


1. 7, 8, 9. Oh, this awful Day of the Lamb's 
Wrath ! How terrible will it be unto the Lam#'s 
Enemies ! In vain they'll cry tor the Rocks and Moun- 
| x them, to "hide em from 
him that fits on the Throne, and from the Mrath of ibe 
Lamb; when this great Day of bis Wrath is come, 
wherein none of em ſhall be able to fand, Rev. 6. 
16, 17. As for all thoſe Enemies of Chriſt, and 
his People, that ſhall be found alive at his Coming; 


in Righteouſneſs hell judge em, make War againſt 


them, prevail over em, and deſtroy em. As Rev. 
19. 12, Ce. Where he's repreſented on a bite 


over them: With Eyes like a Flame of Fire, to ſhew 


his Vengeance againſt them: And with a Veſture dip! 
in Blood; as treading them down, in the Hine-preſs of 
ibe Fierceneſs and Wrath of Almighty Gad. And I ſaw 


the Beaft, (aich the Apoſtle Jobn) and the Kings of 
the Earth, and their Armies gathered together to make 
War - againſt bim that ſat on the Horſe, and againſt bis 


bim, with which be deceived them that bad received the 


Mark "of © tbe Beaſt, and that worſbip d bis Image. 


Theſe were both caſt alive into a Lake of Fire burning 
with Brimſtone, Ver. 20. And the Remnant were ſlain 
with the Sword of him that ſat upon the Horſe, «which 


Sword proceeded out of bis Mouth: and all the Fowls . 
were filed with their, Hleſb, Ver. 21. This will be 
the dreadful End of all thoſe Antichriſtian Powers, 


which ſhall be found in Rebellion, and open Hoſti- 
liry againſt Chriſt, at his next Appeating. And as 
ſperately 


the) Face of 


I" — «a a. —_—T + a ua 


Ken 1 | 
and the beloved City: Fire Pall come dren” fun Gal 
out of Heaven, and devour them. And the Devil tbat 
dectiv' d em, ſhall be caſt into the Late of Fire and 
Briniſftone, ' where the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet were, 
and hall be. tormented Day and Night for ever and 
ever, Ch. 20. 9, ro. Thus Chriſt will be the Judge 
of the 
be found alive at his Appearing and Kingdom. And 
then follows the Great, and General e of ay 
the wicked dead. 

As for thoſe of Chrift's,: which were e 547 
ſnall be raid at his Caming, 1 Cor. 1. 23. to end- 
les Life, and Glory with him, by Virtue of their 
Union to him, who is the Reſarrection and the Life ; 
and of that Conqueſt he made for them over Death 
and the Grave, when be died for them, and roſe 


mortaliz d in a Moment, and: caught up together with 
the raiſed Saints, to meet the Lord in the Air; 1 Cor. 


For When he comes again, The Dead in Cbriſt ſpall 
riſe fit, and all the Saints be brought with him, 
1 Theſſ. 4. 16. and 3. 13. And be a to ſit wich 
him on his Throne, as Aſſeſſers in the awful Judg- 
ment of wicked Men, and Devils. 7. o bim that over- 
cometh (ſaith our Lord)-will-1 grant to ft with me on 
my Throne, Rev. 3. 21. And, know ye no! (lays the 
Apoſtle) that the Saints ſhall "judge the Warld? And 
— We ſball judge Angels? 1 Cor. 6. 2, 3. 

And in order to this awful Judgment, Chriſt, the ©: 
tremendous Judge on his Great White Throne, will 
utter his ' Almighty Voice, and ſummons all the 
wicked dead, to ſtand. before God. He'll call. their 
2 from their infernal Priſon, to take their Bo- 
raised by a Word of his Mouth, from all their 
s Graves, or TR: noms VENEER: 2 

| -DOINTEQC * 


quick ; or of thoſe” his Enemies which ſball * 


again. And the Iiving Saints ſhall be changed, im- 


15. 51. 1 Thefſ. 4. 17. and ſo ſhall come with him. 


" 


— 


„ 1 
poſited: To receive à juſt Judgment, according to 
their Works. And lo, they muſt obey, and ſtand 
before his Throne for Judgment! Tho' moſt terrible 
this will be to the ungodly, who ſhall know, that 
they can never ſtand in the J or be acquit. 
ted in Judgment. Oh, how glad would the wicked 
be, to have their Carcaſſes for ever lie in Rottenneſ,, 
and Putrifaction ! But as their Bodies have been 
Partners with their Souls in Sin; ſo muſt they be 
Partakers with them in Puniſhment. Since it is a 
righteous Thing with God, to recompenſe 'T ribula- 
tion to chem that knew him not, and that obey'd 
not the Goſpel; but oppos'd Chriſt, and troubled 
the Saints: They muſt come forth to Judgment, to 
_ take their Trial, and receive their Sentence. And as 
this will be a moſt terrible Day, to wicked Men; ſo 

- likewiſe, to the fallen Angels, The: Devils Believe, 
and tremble, as being reſerv'd in Chains of Darkneſs, 
to ths Judgment of this great Day. When they muſt 
Rand before Chriſt, their tremendous: Judge, to re. 
ceive all that juſt Judgment, and fiery: Indignation, 
Which is due unto them, for all their Sins againſt 
God, and Man, and eſpecially for that Oppoſition 
they have made againſt Chriſt and His, from their 
firſt Apoſtacy, to their final Sentence; when - they 
mall be ſhut up for ever, in the bottomleſs Pit, of 

- femedileſs Torment. Oh this Judgment Day ! well 
may it, by way of Emphaſis, be call'd; The Great 
Day! For fo it will be indeed; when all the Wicked, 
both Men, and Devils, ſhall ſtand before God, to 
1 receive che juſt Reward of all their evil Deeds]! And 
of this Great, and General Judgment, the Apoſtle 
Jobs, had a Fore- view, Rev. 20. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15: 
And Lau à Great White Throne, and Him that ſat ot 
 W;"\from-\avboſe Face the Earth an tb Heu fied 
day, and there a found no Plact far tbom) rx 
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2 And whoſoever was not found written in the 


bes 1 

the Deed, ſmall: ud 8748, 1 50 efore God q and 
4 Books were opener 5 gr ther Book was op 
which is the Book of Life: 8 the. Dead were judg 
out of thoſe Things which were «written in the Books, . ac- 
cording 40 their Works. And'the Sea gave up the Dead 
which wers in it, and Death. and Hell alu up the 
Dead which were in them : and ibo were judged ev 
Man, according to their Works... Am Death and He 
were caſt into the Lake of Fire: This i the ſecond 


Book of Life, were caſt into the Lake of Fire. Oh, 
what a dreadful. Day will this be unto all Unbe- 
lievers, when all their Works ſhall be try'd, and calt, 
and their Perſons too, as ſtanding upon that Bottom, 
by the pure Law, and ſtrict Juſtice of God] None 
ſhall eſcape the fiery Vengeance of God in that Day, 
but. thoſe who are found in Chriſt, whoſe Names 
were written in the Book of Life. . To theſe, on his 
Right Hand, Chriſt will ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared fur you from the. 
Foundation of the World. - T 1 was an bungred, a 
gave me Meat, &c. Mat. 2.5. 34; Sc. But unto 
thoſe on his Left Hand, he'll Tay, Depart from me, 

ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels. For 1 was an bungred, and ye gave 
me no; Mzat, &c. Vet. 41, &c. Aud theſe ſhall, go 
away. into  everiafting. Puniſhment : | But the 175 1 
into Lafe eternal, Ver, 46. Thus Ruday, in flaming 
Wrath, will. Chriſt. appear, as the tremendous 7udge 
of, wicked Men and Devils. And fince his Judg- 
ment will de ja, and his V ce righteous; For 


he Vindication of God's Honour in judging and de- 
firaging. his Enemies, for the Fulfillment of his 


Threatnings againſt them, and for the Accomplith- 
dent of his Promiſes to his e in pleading their 


Cauſe, 


(4 1 

Tavſe; and ſubdvi Fro Ny nt — under their 
Fert: | He is exc in the Eye of his 
Spouſe, as Ruddy in . orice For which ſhe'll 


ſing his Praiſes, when He has deſtroy d "all His, 


and Her Enemies; as ſhe's faid to do, upon the 
Lamb's Deſtruction of the Whore of Babylon, Rev. 
19. 1, 2, 3. And after theſe Things, I heard @ great 
Voice of much People in Heaven, 'ſaying;\ Allelgjab ; 
Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, and Power unto 
the' Lord our God: For true and righteous are his 
Fudgments ; for be hath judged the great Whore, which 
did corrup 


t the Earth with ber Fornication, and Bath 
avenged the Blood: of bis Servants vo wr 1 Hed 
again they faid, Allelujab. + 20.5 18 
Thus Chriſt, the Church's- beloved, is White ad 
_ Rudy: white, in the Glory of his Divinity: and 
Ruddy; in the Truth of his Humanity. White, in the 
Purity of his Human Nature; in his ſpotleſs Concep- 
tion, and Birth, and in the Whole of his Life: and 
Ruddy, in the Greatneſs of his Sufferings. White, in 
his Victory over his Enemies : and Ruddy, in his juſt 
Vengeance againſt them; in his Reſurrection, Aſcen- 
ſion, and Seſſion at God's Right Hand. WÞite,” in 
his heavenly Glory, as the Head of the Church, both 
in its perſonal and relative Branches: and Ruddy, as 
the exalted Saviour. And White, in his glorious Ap- 
 pearing, as the Church's Bridegroom, to ſave her 
completely from all her Enemies, and marry her 
openly unto Himſelf in Glory: and Ruddy, as the 
tremendous Judge of wicked Men and Devils. From 
all * put together, it appears, that 'Chriff's 
Beauty, is incomparably Great! And that the 8 
might well ſay, 4 Beloved, e. ne Ai! 
1 os Jain m_ . = 
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The Chiefeſt among Tan Thouſand) A certain Num- 
ber is here put for an uncertain: And Chriſt is ſaid to 
be the Chiefeſt among Ten Thouſand, to ſet forth 
His ſuper excellent Glory, above all: the Creatures, 
in botþ Worlds. In that Seng of: concerning 
Chriſt, and the Church, the Heavenly; Bridegroom, 
and his Bride, this King of Glory, and the Queen. at 
his Right Hand, Pf. 81 the P/almift begins it, with 
the Commendation of His Beauty, Ver. 2. Thou art 
| fairer than the Children of Men, &c. Not fairer than 
ſome of the Children of Men in particular ; as N 
among them, are fairer than others: But bus than 
the Children of Men in general. Fairer than the 
faireſt of them,  faiter than Al of em, put together, 
fupertatively Fair ] All thoſe! Glories, Beauties, and 
Excellencies, which are diſperſ among the Sons of 
Men and ſhine, as fo many ſcatter d Beams, among 
all their innumerable Multitude; meet together in 
His Sun: Hike Face; and are infinitely Outſhene, by 
His incomparable Brightneſs | And as He's fairer 
than the Sons of Men on Earth z ſo, fairer than the 
Sons of Men in Heaven, fairer than the perfect Saints 
above! Tea, fairer than the glorious Angels] For 
who in ibe Heavens can be compared uno the Loo? 
(this Lok n, the Mediator?) bo among the Sons 4 
the Mighty can be likened unto tht Lord, pH, 89. b. 
As the Circumference- Lines, meet in their Center, 
and the ſcatrer'd Beams, in the Sun's Body; fo all 
created Excellencies meet in Cbriſt, as in their Center, 
Source, and Origin. There they ſhine, with the 
moſt. bright refulgent Glory; and thence they caſt 
their. Rays, upon all the Creatures in both Worlds. 
Do Creatures ſhine, like twinkling Sars? Chriſt is 
the Fun, which caſts a/{ their ſtarry Luſtre And as 


all eroated Excellencies, | meet 1 Chriſt ; lo, un | 
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* edit, likewiſe! He who is fairer than the Children 
0 f Men; to whom none in the Heavens may be 


compar'd, none among the Sons of the Mighty, 


likened; is G by Nature, the Loxp, IE HOVAn 


God und Man, in one Perſon! And as ſuch, the 


_ Church's lobe. And therefore he muſt needs be, 


the" Cbiefeſt among Ten Thouſand ! He is fo, in Him- 
ſelf; and he is ſo in Her Eſteem. What Glories 
meet not in ſo Great à Beloved | And what Great 
Things can he not, and will he not do for his Spouſe ; 


whom he bas made One with him, and loves as Him- 


felf / Unto you therefore that believe; ſays the Apoſtle, 
Het is precious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. Chriſt is precious in 
Himſelf; and precious to his People. All Glories 


meet in hich univerſally, perfectly, a · J perpetually. 


He's Beauty, without Deformity: Light, without 


Darkneſs: Joy, without Sorrow: and Life, without 
an End! Oh, this: 


prerious 


Jesus what à raviſhing 


Object is H, to choſe Souls, who have an Eyes to 


du Spouſe. The aue of other Huſbands, can ati. 


ſee his incomparable Glory !' None but {blind Souls, 


dote upon Creature Excellencies ; thoſe Glow: worm 
Glories, - ſparkling in the Night of Nature's Igno- 
Trance. No; they, which have an Eye of Faith, to 

& Feſus; have beheld in Him, ſuch a tranſcendent 


| Briphenek, that puts out the Light of all Creature- 


Beauties, and makes em appear, when compar'd 


with Hi, to be but mere Blackneſs. They have ſeen 
ſuch a ſuper-excelling Glory in Chriſt; that attracts 
their Whole Soul after re and is 'em ſay, 


with the greateſt Languiſhment when they want him, 


and with the greateſt Delight when they enjoy him, 


None but Chriſt! None but Cbriſt! So precious is Hr, 
unto them which Believe! 


And as Chriſt isBrauty in Himſelf ; ſo he ey it -for 
et 
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ther be aecounted, nor-communicated to a deforthied 
Bride. But Chriſt, makes His Spouſe comely, in 
His Beauty, Her Beauty perfe#, thro' His Comelineſs, 
which He puts: upon ber, Ezek. 16. 14. He makes 
Her Pure, in His Purity; Righteous, © in His Obe- 
dience; Clean, in His Blood; White, in His Victo- 
ries y- Acceptable, in His Acceprableneſs ; "Wiſe, in 
His Wiſdom ; Strong, in His Strength; and every 
way Glorious, in and with Himſelf: By taking Her 
upjſ into an Intereſt in, and Participation of all His 
Glory! Abd in this Regard alſo, He is to Her, The 
Chiefeft among Ten Thouſand !' None” like” Chrif,” this 
Precious Jeſus, to his Spouſe, in Heaven or in Earth! 
He's Precious in his Perſon, as the Head atid Huf- 
band of the Church; and Precious in his Office, 'as 
the alone Saviour of the Body. His Perſonal 855. 
Ties, are Immenſe! His Riches, Unſearchable! His 
Love; Boundleſs! His Compaſſions, Deep]! His 
Faithfulneſt, Great! His Wiſdom, 'Infinite! ' And 
his \Cower, Almighty! ' And His Salvation, <8: 
Full, Free, and Eternal | And, in a Word, HF is, 
what HE 4s! And' what he is in Himſelf,” Thar 
he is to his Spouſe! He is in Himſelf, an Incompre- 
henſible; Eternal Fulieſi of all Life and Glory! And 
he is unto Her, a Communicative Fountain of all 


Hife "and Glory, thro' all Times, and unto all Eter- 


nity! And therefore, Well might the Spouſe ſay, 
My-Beloved is White and Ruddy : The" Chiefeſt among 
Ten Thouſand! ' Thus much, as to the General De- 
ſcription the Spouſe gives of her Beloved, in this 
tenth * Verſe of = er ee of Solomon's Song. | 
Leder eee i een agu. * — 
oy To ue Aa mile Notice of Tore pala, bc- 
tation of his Beauties, which She gives in the fol- 


1 OS, | 


Ss all their Growth, and Nouriſhment, immediately 
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lowing Nel: YA which I ſhall tee, al dhe 
e wog eit em "ge ) 3 bi? 


Ver. 7 Hit Head 1 as; "he Bo: fine. Gold, bis 

Lech ane by and Hick 06.6 ann. A o 
1 -»HCOS 21H at a6» 990% 

. His Head 47 4 the malt fine geld: J. The. Head, in 
Nature, is the moft excellent Patt of the Body; the 
Seat of Knowledge and Wiſdom, which doth) influ- 
. and govern the Whole. And by the Head of 

hriſt,; as I humbly, conceive, we may apprehend, » 


in him, and; fits him { for the Office of. \Media- 
K and the Biſcharge thereof by ſuſtaining his hu- 
man Nature, and 
Actions ergo. 2. His Canſitution, as Mediator bo- 
tween God and Man, may be hereby intended: This 
being the firſt, and principal uh: whence all: his 
Mediator n flow. And, 3. His Cern 
went of the Dureh and, of all Creatures, and Things. 
And in that Chriſt's Head, is compared unto Gold, 
fine Gold, the me/t fine Gold; 7 denotes the . 
excellent Clory, ermanency, Uſefulneſs, and Pro 

15 of, his, Divinity, is Neue n. and his 
15 ediatory Goverument. And in Him, in all Re- 
, Lee off, ids. all the Treaſures f- Wiſdom am 

n e e } ein 
His Le its: and black as a Raven] Locks, 

in Nature, are an Ornament. to the Head, and have 


from it. And by the Locks-of Chriſt, as I con- 
ceive, we may underſtand, 1. His Counſels, his Fun- 
' poſes, all thoſe innumerable, well-order d Thoughts of 
2 ee ber itt 10 e , de 
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The Godhead, of. Ohriſt; which is the moſt — /w 


direcking, and influencing all the 
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Mu of well ſet Mair, Fe rooted in the 
Head. _ 2. His Providences, or the Execution 
of his Purpoſes, according to the Order of his Coun- 
ſels, which are vifble unto others: As ſo many well. 
ſet Hairi, fully gramm, from their reſpective Roots 
in che Head And as well-ſet Hair, fully grown, is 
an Ornument to the Head ; fo, the eternal Counſels 
of Jeſus Thrift, and his — all Things in Pro- 
vidence; according thereunto; are a great Ornament 
to Him, as God, as Mediator, and as King and Go- 
vernor: While he appears hereby, to be Great in 
Counſel, and Mighty'in Wort. And in that his Locks 
are ſaid to be buſby,' and black as a Raven : It de- 
notes, 1. The Jnnumerablene/s of his Purpoſes, and 
Providences.: 2. The Myſeriouſneſs, and Depth of 
both. And, 3. The Native Vigour, and perfett 
Strength, of his Perſon, Willing, and . Workin 
His:Purpoſes, and his Providences, like bu/by Haig 
are beautiful, and mnumerable. ''As Pf, 139. 17, 18. 
How precious/ ore thy Thoughts unto me, O God! bo 
Great is tb Sum of them! If I fſhould' count them, 
they'are more in Number than-the Sand. And Pſalm 
40 3. Many, Q Loxp my God, are thy wonderful 
Works awbich thou haft deve, and thy Thoughts which 
are to u ward: ibey cannot be reckon'd up in Order 
unto toe if 1 would declare” and pe at of 'them, they 
are more than can be numbred. And as they're 
Numberleſs ; ſo, Myſterious, and very deep. There 
is the moſt excellent Order in both, his Counſels, 
and Providences; but they are fo curiouſly inter- 
woven throꝰ each other, that tis hard to diſcern the 


Order in Which they ſtand. As tis to diſcern the 


Order of huſty Hair, (ſo as to ſay, bis comes from 
that Root, and that from another) by reaſon of their 


Inerweavings. And therefore the Apoſtle: admires. 
| | the 


— — — —— — —— — 
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Knowledge 
. Reven: Denotes, the native Vigaur, and perfe# Strength 


Hair, in Nature, denotes Vigour, and Strength of 


10 Day, and for Ever + that there neither is, nor can 
be any Decay in Him, Heb. 13. 8. And tho“ He, 
hen coming to Judgment, is ſometimes repreſented 


; Eternity paſt, or his being the Ancient f Days; 
| changeableneſs of his Glory, thro': Time and to Eter- 


der Beloved, not only tells us what he then was, but 


Execution of 'em, in. Providences, never fail: Nor 
do either laſe their . $6 both _—_ an un- 
eee nr e e 


[ 90 ] 
© myſterious of Divine Counſels, and Provi. 
„ in their wonderful laterweavibags; accord- 

ing to the manifold,, Wiſdom of God, Nm. 1 1. 33. 
O the Depth of / the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
of God! how a. ap we his:Judg- 

: 


ments, and hi Ways paſt finding out !:-— Again, 
Chriſt's Locks; * ſaid ta be buſby, and last ag 4 


of his Perſon, Willing, and Working. Buſhy, (black 


Zouib , as thin, gray Hair, Decay thro' Age. And 
as here apphy'd to Cbriſt, it denotes His Unchange- 
ableneſs, ot. his being Jeſus Chriſt the ſame, Yolterdey, 


with Hair, white as Wooll ;as' Rev. 1. 14. yet this 
beſpeaks no Decay in Him; but only ſets forth his 


which renders. bim ſit for Fudge. «As: black Hair, 
ſets forth the: Perfection of his Strength, and Un- 


nity. to come; which renders him lovely as a Bride- 
groom..; For the, Spouſe, in defctibing the Glory of 


what he now is, and ever will be: She had ſuch a 
Beloved, that Millions of Ages, could wake no 
Change, or Alteration in! And as his Perſon is the 
ſame ; ſo his Counſels, and his Providentes don't de- 
cav. Chriſt's Hairs, never fall! F his Head, nor 
loſe their Glory. His, Purpoſes Hand fuſt 3 and the 
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Red. 2:1 His Eyes art ds the Eyes of, Dove, by the 

Rivers "of n waſhed with Milt, re Athy 
* et: 95.01 A NEL N Ae ien 
A are a n es of Doves, ] Tbe e, ie 
Nature, is the Organ of Sehn. And by Chriſt's 3 
we may ubderſtand, His Omniſcience. As, Pſal. 94. 9. 
He that formed "the Eye, ſpall not He ſee? And Heb. 
4. 13. All Things are naked, and opened unto the Eyes 
of Him with'whom we have to do. And, Prov. 15. 
2. The Eyes of the LORD are in every Place, be- 
bolding* the Evil, and the Good. And with his all- 
ſeeing Dye, he ſearcbetb the Hearts, and trieth the 
Reins, Rev. 2. 23. And theſe Eyes of his, towards 
his Otem, are as Doves Eyes: That is, pure, piercing, 
loving, chaſte. They are ſo pure, that they cannot 
bebold Iniquity, (i. e. with Approbation) Hab. 1. 13. 
And therefore he*il-deſtroy it utterly in, and for his 
Spouſe. They ate ſo piercing, that they perfectly ſee, 
all 7 bings, in all the Creatures, which tend, either to 
her Damage, or Benefit. And therefore he'lf defend 
her from Evil, ſupply her with Good, and over- rule 
all Things for her Advantage, Rom. 8. 28. And the 
Omniſcient Eyes of Chriſt, towards his Spouſe, are , 
Loving, Gratious Eyes; fall of Kindneſs; Tenderneß. 
and, Compaſſion. And his Eyes being upon her in a 
Way of Love, Grace and Mercy, in all ber Wants, 
and under all her Diſtreſſes; 'tis hence his Ears are 
open to her Cry, and ſhe finds Grace in his Sight, 
Pal. 34. 18. Gen. 6. 8. Again, The Eyes of Chriſt 
towards his Spouſe, arte Chaſte; ble always looks 
upon his own Dave, with a full Eye, of infinite, free; 
diſtinguiſhidg Love and Favout; and never calts tube 
leaſt Glance; of this his Eye, in bis Bridegrobm- De- 
lights and Compaſſions, upon am, but his own: Bride. 
He calls * Hephzi bab; his Deaght is in ber, Va. 
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Slbory in che World to come. And thus, the infi- 
nite Fulneſs of the Spirit, and Grace of God, for the 
? Supply of the Church, is ſet forth "ey a River, Pſalm 


L 72 J 

62; 4: He delights in het Perſon, he delights in Com- 
munion with Rer, in manifeſting bimſe f unto ber, as 
he doth not unto the World, John 14. 19, 20, 21. He 
reſts in bis Love towards her, rejaycarb over her with 
Singing, employs his Almightineſs to ſave her, and 
doth her Good with his whole Heart, and with his 
_ wobole Soul, Zeph. 3. 17. Jer. 3a. 14... 

By the B of Waters waſhed with Milt]! As 
the Ey es of Doves are beautiful, and clean: So, tis 
oblery'd of 'em, That they delight to bathe them- 


| ſelves in Rivers, Springs, and Fountains of pur Wu. 


ter; when they appear moſt clean, and beautiful. 
And by Chrif's Dove-like Eyes, being ſaid] to be, 
By the Rivers of Waters, waſhed with Milt, we may 
underſtand His Penetrating, or Diving into thoſe: in- 
finite Dep#hs, thoſe: full, free, eternal Rivers of Grace, 
Life, and Glory that are in God's Heart, his Coun- 
ell, his Covenant, and Promifes for his People; as he 
has made over Himſelf, in all his Perſons, and in all 
his Perfections, to be their Gop. Theſe are call'd 
Wills of Salvation, lia. 12. 3. Therefore with:'Foy 
ſhall ye draw Water out of the Wells of Salvation. 
Therefore : Wherefore? Why, Becauſe God is the 
God of bis People, the God of their Salvation, yea, 
God their Salvation, as having made over Himſelf, as 
the Great II BOVAN, in all his Perſons, and Per. 


fections, to be their Salvation: Therefore they may 


draw Water out of theſe Wells of Salvation : Theſe 
deep, inexhauſtible, ever. flowing Wells, which 


ſpring up, in the Earneſt of the Spirit, the begun, 
and advancing Laiſe of Grace in chis World; and 
will riſe to overflowing Floods of perfect Lite and 


46. 
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For her Unkindneſs, there a 
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46. 4; There is a River, the Streams whereef ſhall 


make glad the City of God. And there, ſays the Pro- 


| wo will the glorious Lox p be wnto us, 4 Place of 


bad Rivers and Streams, 1/a. 33. 21. And I, faith 
the Lord, will open Rivers in high Places, Chap. 
41. 18. Theſe are Rivers of Grace, Peace, Life and 
Glory, opened for poor Sinners, by virtue of Chriſt's 
being hfred-up, on the Croſs, and lifted up, on the 
Throne; in theſe high Places, are theſe Rivers of 
Grace open d. And by theſe Rivers of Waters, Ri- 


vers of Grace, provided for his Spouſe, are the 


Dovelike Eyes of Chriſt, continually. In theſe he 
Balbes, as it were, in every gracious Look he caſts 
upon ber, whereby he manifeſts, and communicates 
all Grace to her. And whenever, in his Providence, 
rs the leaſt Anger in 
his Eyes towards her; it endureth but for a Moment: 
They prefently appear mild, and gr 


| acions ; being 
waſh'd, as it were, with Mill, or with the milky 


Streams of rich, free, ſuper-abounding Grace. 


Aud fitly | ſet.) Eyes, that ſtand not too far in the 


Head, nor too far out of it, are thy ſet: And fo are 


Chriſt's. His Omniſcience, by virtue of the perſonal 
Union of his Divine, and Human Nature, is fitly ſet, 


to Took upon his own Dove, and for Her to converſe 
with, and delight in. His Eyes, as Mediator, her 
beloved Lord, and Saviour, ſtand not too far inward, 


towards the Ferfections of the Godbead; to prevent 


his looking with Grace and Favour upon Her: Nor 
tod far outward, towards the Creatures, ſo as ta caſt 


the fame Rays of Grace upon others, which he does 
upon Her. But they are fly /er ; to look upon Her, 


W One in the fame Nature with him, as One in the 
neareſt Relation to him, as One that is his ſpecial 
_ Charge, and peculiar Care. His Eyes, as in OK 


TC 


K to 


; een 
to ſave her, are immeaſurably fill'd with Grace, and 
Compaſſion towards her. He has an immeaſurable 


Fulneſs of the Spirit of Grace, that Heavenly Dove, 


. dwelling in wp and reſting «pox. him; and from 
thence he caſts the Rays of his Grace, in his Dove- 


like Eyes upon Her. And as they are fit /et, to 


coompaſſionate her in all her Miſeries, and to comfort 


her, under all her Diſtreſſes; fo likewiſe, to ſave her 


out of all her Troubles. They are not pitying Eyes, 


which can afford u Relief; but they are powerful, 
. Eyes, which bring 41 Salvation to her. 
Thus Exod. 3. 7, 8. I have ſurely ſeen the AMliction of 
my People which are in Egypt, (or, I have ſeen, I 
have ſeen : to denote the Quickneſs of his Wee and 
Strength of his Love) and I am come down 
deliver them. The Sight of ber Miſery, engagetb bis 
Mercy, Power, and Faithfulneſs for her Delive- 
rance : So fitly, are the Hee. of Chriſt W to look 
t * his own Dove! 10 


Ver. 1 3. His Cheeks art. as a Bed 4 3 as 
feweet Flowers: bis Lips like Lilies, r 
fweet: n Myrrb. | | 


| His Checks are as 4 Bed of Spices, as. ** 
 Flewers:] The Cheeks in Nature, when they are 
full, and comely, are a ſpecial Part of the Beauty of 
the Face. And by the Cheeks of Chriſt, we may un- 
derſtand, thoſe Manifeſtations he makes of Himſelf to 
his Spouſe, either in Grace, or Providence. And in 


that they are compar' d to a Garden-Bed, Which is 


q EF: 4 higher an the other. Parts of it: It dendtes, the 


1 pes — their TY Beauty, — * to de- 


Fulneſi, or Height of their Glory. And as they are 
- likened to a Bed of Spices; and to ſweet Flowers : It 


light 


. 
light the ſpiritual Senſes of his Spouſe. And as the 
Cheeks' are ſuch 'a Part of the Face, which may be 
feen,' when the full Countenance is not beheld : So by 
the Cheeks of Chriſt, may be intended, | thoſe leſſer 
Manifeſtations he makes of Himſelf to his Spoule ; 
which, in Compariſon of thoſe that are more ful, 
are but as it were, a fide Look of his Face. As alſo, 
that all the Manifeſtations he makes of Himſelf to 
her, in this World; if compar'd with that full Vi- 
ſion of him, ſhe ſhall have in the World to come, 
are no more than a Glimpſe, a ide Loot of his 
Glory. And in that theſe Cheeks of Chriſt, are ſaid 
to be as a Bed of Spites, as ſweet Flowers: it informs 
us, that thoſe imperfect Diſcoveries of his Glory, 
which his Spouſe is favour'd with in this World, and 
the leaſt Glances thereof, are exceeding: beautiful, 
fragrant, and delightful, to her ſpiritual Senſes. 
And *tis as if ſhe ſhould ſay, * My Beloved, is ſuch 
© a Bundle of Sweetneſs, ſuch a Maſs of Beauty; that 
if I get but the leaſt Glance of his ſweet, his glo- 
* rious Face, my Soul is raviſh'd with the utmoſt 
Delight! And if the leaſt Glimpſe of Him, here 
* below, thus fills me with all kinds of Pleaſure ; 
What inconceivable Glories muſt be in his Perſon ! 
© and what incanceivable Joys will fill my Heart, 
* when I ſhall /ze him as be is ! When I ſhall be bleſt 
with the full, immediate, and endleſs Viſion of his 
* Glory above! Thus the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 13. 12. 
Now we ſce thro' a Glaſs darkly ; but then Face to 
Face. And, ſays the Apoſtle Peter, Whom baving 
not ſeen, ye love, in whom, tho now ye ſee him not, 
vet believing, ye rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable and full 
- of Glam, 1 Pet. 1. 8. The Spouſe of Chriſt, even 
now, in New Teſtament-Times, has not yet /eex the 
full Glory of her n tha? his Cheeks, a 
"POM K 2 - * Side- 


12 
; Side-Look: of him here by Faith, 


her with Joy un 15 + 
fall Viſion of his infinite 1 


Klees with his Perſon, end fall Otaſeemity 10 his. 
Image, is reſerv'd for the World to come. Then 


ſhe ſhall ee bis Face, or ſee bim as be is, to her 
inconceivable Joy, and endleſs Wonder. Mean 


Flowers ! And, 

His Lips like Lilies, dropping ſweet felling rel 
The. Lips, in Nature, are the Organs of Speech, the 

Inſtruments by which Words are utter'd: and in 
Scripture Phraſe, are frequently put for the Speech 

itſelf, or for the Words f 

| i: Lips 


A ſo, by the Lips of Chriſt, we may un- 
| derftand, the Words of his Mouth. And as the Zips 
| are put for the Words ſpoken; fo, for the Manner 
of ſpeaking,” Prov. 16. 21. The Wiſe in Heart, ſpall 
Je called prudent, and the Sweetneſs of the Lips in- 


_creaſeth Learning. Where, by Sweetneſs of the Lips, 
we muft underſtand, not only the Excellency of the 


Matter ſpoken, but chiefly, the Manner of ſpeaking 

it: Or, the apt, grateful Expreſſion of excellent 
Matter, whereby it's render'd ſweet to the Hearer, 
and fit to convey Inſtruction. And thus, 4 Word 


fitly ſpoken, is like Apples of Gold, in Piflures of 
Silver, Prov. 25. 11. And if we take the Lips of 


Chriſt, in this Senſe, for his Manner of | ſpeaking : 


Then it ſhews, His Fitneſs, or inward Ability to ſpeak 


well, or to ſpeak excellent Things, excellenchy, ſeaſon- 


3 ably, and gratefully. And in this reſpe&, Chriſt” s 
Lis, have a Sweeineſs in em, that infinitely ' exceeds 
all others, Put ell the Sweerneſs together, that ever 


4 flow'd. from the whole Creation, from the * 
3 IV 4 23 


by while, His Checks aro as 4 Bed of Spices | as fiweet | 


oken. As Prov. 10. 21. 
(i. e. the Words) of the Righteous feed 


. 


— 
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of Men, or of Angels; and compar d with Et, it's 
no more than a Drop to an immenſe Ocean ! Grace, 
in its immeaſurable Fulnefs, is pour d into His Lips, 
Pla. 46. 2. And, ibe Lord Gop, ſays he, bas given 
me the Tongue of the Learned, ibat J nig be know 
haw to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon o him that is weary 
Iſa. 30. 4. And as he has an Ability to ſpeak, and to 
ſpeak well ; fo he ſpeaks ſuch Words of Grace, ſo 
gracioufly, ſo plentifully, ſo feafonably, ſo power- 
fully, and ſo ſweetly to his Spouſe ;- that ſhe may 
well ſay of him, His Lips are like Lilies, droppi 
ſweet ſmelling Myrrh! His Lips are like Lilies, for 
their Purity, Beauty, and Fragrancy, Like dropping 
Lilies, which communicate their own Sweetneſs : 
Like Lilies dropping Myrrb, facet ſmelling Myrrb ; 
which is moſt odoriferous in itſelf, and refreſhing. to 
the Senſes. The Droppings of | Chriſt's Lips, the 
Words of his Mouth, even all of em, have an infi- 
nite Sweetneſs, an Almighty Efficacy. in tbemſelvas; 
nd they are unſpeakably — and delghful 

to his Spouſe. They are Life-giving Words: Lea, 
The Words of eternal Life; by which eternal Life, 
s both granted, and communicated to her, John 
6. 68. And therefore, they muſt needs be ex · 
ceeding precious, and - refreſhing-to her; as ſhe here 
lays, His TO ate 41. a Popping feoeet ſmelling 5 


Ve. 14. - His Hands are 45 „ Gold:Rings ſet 3 TY 
the Beryl : vide e ee mw” 
w 1 e T8 


His Hands | ard. as Gold-Rings ſet with ths Beryl Þ 
Hande, are the inſtruments of Mion. And are ſome- 
8 for the Ability of * As P/.1 . * 

| Their 


zie, Idols are Alber and Gold, the Wark ef Alen. 
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Hands. And alfo, for the Shu of working, Lſaiab 

45.9. Shall the Clay ſay to bim that faſhioneth it, 
What makeſt thou? er thy Work, He | bath no 
Hands? That is, no Skill, or Artifice in working. 
And Handt are likewiſe put, for the Works them. 
ſelves perform'd by em: As Prov. 12. 14. The Re. 
compenſe o a Man's Hands all be rendred unto bim 


I. e. of the Forks of his Hands. And all theſe, arc 


to be underſtood, by the Hands of Chriſt : viz. His 

* Mility of working, His Skill, or Artifice in working, 
and the Works themſelves, which he performs. As 
for his Ability of working; He bas all Power radi- 
cally in Himſelf, as God: or rather, 75 all Power, 
the Lord Almighty, Rev. 1. 8. And as Mediator, all 
Power in Heaven and in Earth, is given to him of 
His Father, Mat. 28. 18. As for his Skill in work 
ing; He is dom itſelf, Prov. 8. 12. J Wiſdom duell 
with Prudence, and find out Knowledge of witty Inven. 
trons, And, Mat. 11. 19. Wiſdom #s juftify*d of ber 


© Children; i. e. Chriſt is juſtify d of his People; tho! 


4 their Beauty, Purity, Preciouſneſs, and enriching 


deſpis'd, and reproach'd of his Enemies. And as 
for his Worts perform'd; they are of equal Exten. 
with God the Father's, Jobs g. 17. My Father 
worketh bit berto, and I work. As he is One in 
ente with God the Father, and with God the 
Holy Ghoſt; ſo he is One in working : In all the 

Works, both of Nature, Grace, and Glory. And 
- - Farther, As "theſe Hands of Chriſt, his able, {kilful 
_ Works, are commended by the Spouſe,” as the 
Hands of her Bridegroom, her Beloved; ſo it may 
peculiarly refer to the Works, which he performs 
for her, and towards her, as ſuch, And as ſhe com- 
pares theſe his Hands, to Gold- Rings: It denotes, 


Nature, 
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Nature, The Hands of others, are adorw'd with 
Gold- Rings: But Chriſt's Hands, have ſuch a paid 
Beauty, Purity, Preciouſneſs, Richneſs and Glory in 
them; that nothing without hem ſelves, can add * 
Luſtre to them. Gold, is one of the greateſt Ex- 


cellencies in Nature: But what's all the pureſt, 


brighteſt, Gold in the Univerſe, the moſt artfully 
wrought , if compar'd with the Hands, the Works of 
Chriſt, in which the Glory of the Godbead ſhines! 
The Spouſe ſays, they are as Gold-Rings, to note 
their native Excellency ; but not to reſtrain their 
ſuper: excellent Glory. And as theſe Hands of Chriſt, 
are infinitely precious and excellent in themſelyes; 
ſo they're infinitely rich and beautiful in the Eye of 
his Spouſe; as the Rays of infinite Glory, reſplen- 
dently ſhine herein. Oh, what a raviſhing tranſ- 
poring Sight, are theſe Hands of Chriſt, to. his 

ſe, while. ſhe- views what he hath done, doth 


| 44 and will yet do for her as Her Bridegroom ! 


Again, As the Hands of Chriſt are compat'd to 
Gold-Rings, for the Excellency of theit Matter: So, 
as I conceive, it may likewiſe reſpect their Form. 
Gold is excellent, and Rings. of Gold, are, round, 
and encloſe the Fingers on which they” re put: And 
ſo the precious Hands of Chriſt, gloriouſiy . encloſe his 


People. 4s the Mountains are round about Feru- - 


ſalem, ſo the Loxp is round about his Peo uo from 
benceforth even for ever, Pl. 125.2. a Ring 
was to be put on the Prodigal's Hand.” upon be 

Return to his Father's Houſe, Luke 15. 22, to ſhew 
that God's eternal Love, is put upon the Soul, to the 
View, and upon the Hand of its Faith, when it's en- 


abled' to turn from Sin and Satan, unto God, as to 


its own Father in Chriſt. And this Love is com- 
9 to a I" E of its endleſs Round: As it 
encircles 


— i 


enelrcles che Choſen of God, From Eternity, before 
Time began, *thro* Time, and to Eternity, on 
Time's back-fide, in one unbroken, evetfaſti 
Round. And as this Ring 4; 
in all his Perm; fo p 


_ - "ripuſneſs of their Art. Or, 2. That the 


49. 16. Bebold, ſays he, I hav 
Palms of my Hands, Zion, the 
her Lord had forgotten her; receives this Anſwer 
from her glorious eg Wer, I have graven the: 


©. 


the Love of God, 
; particularly, the Love of 
Chrift, the Church's Bridegroom, And this Love of 


His, as manifeſted: in his Works. And with: theſe 
Hand of Love, as. with Gold Rings, doth he glo- 
- » Yiouſly cle ber: 


| which her Time-Safety, and 
bet eternal Salvation is ſecur'd, Jobs 10. 28. I give 
wato them eternal Life, and they hau never periſh, 
neither ball any pluck them out ef my Hand, And 


as the Hands of Chriſt are compat d to Gold Rings, 
"Jet with the Beryl: It may note, either, 1. The Va. 


riety of their Glory and Precioufheſs, and the Cu- 
| Spouſe of 
'Chrift ſtands berein, and has = Fixation in his Hands. 
The Beryl, is a precions Stone: One of thoſe ſet in 


| Aaron's Breaft-plate, on which the Names of khe 


Twelve Tribes were engraven: Which, in che My- 


ſtery and Glory of it, was to ſhew, chat the Choſen 
of God in all their Individnals, ſtand as fo many 


Jewels upon the Heart of Chriſt, and as fuch, are 
borne by Him continually, for a Memorial before 


the Father. And as they ſtand on his Heart; fo on 

- his Hands. Set me, ſays the Spouſe, as a Seal upon 
bite Arm, Song 8. 6. She wanted to be fer there 
' *eyidencially, as he had done it really. Thus, Iſaiah 


e graven tber upon the 
| Church, . 


upon the Palm of my Hands, And he here tells 


ber, He had graven her upon the Palms of his 
Hands, to comfort her under all her Fears, leſt i 
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had forgotten her, or ſhould forget her in his Works, 
And tis as if he ſhould fay, -* How can that be, 
* my Love? How can I forget thee, when thou art 
ſo deeply interefted in mine Heart, and engraven 
on my Hands ? Take an Inftance in that which is 
molt familiar to thee: Conſider the Bowels of a 
tender Mother towards her ſucking Child. What 
think*ſt 7hou ? Can ſhe forget it? Such a Monſter 
in Nature, is rarely found: But it's paſſible, that 
Creature- Love, wound up to the greateſt Height 
of Tenderneſs, may fail; ſhe may forget. But my. 
Love to thee is infinite, my Compaſſions fail not; 
and therefore tho* Creatures may forget, and Na- 
ture turn Topſy-Turvy : Zet will not 1 forget thee, 
Ver. 15. And if the Compaſſions of a tender Mo- 
ther, towards her ſucking Babe, ſhould not fail; 
yet ſhe mayn't be always preſent with it, and have 
it before her, to ſee its Wants, or hear its Cries ; 
and ſo ſhe may forget it, in ſome Moments of. its 
Need. But I am ever preſent with thee, and thou 
art always before me; I wear thee upon my Hands. 
For, Behold, I have graven thee upon the Palms of 
my Hands. So that I never ſtretch forth my 
Hands, to do any of my Great Works, but I 
therein ſee thy Name, regard thy Good, and intereſt | 
thee, in all the Productions they bring forth.” 
Thus the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſtands as a bright Jewel, 
with her Name engraven on his Hands; in all his 
Works, which are :Honourable, and Glorious: Or, 
his Hands, which are as Gold Rings, ate thus ſet with 
the Beryl ! | 73 4s | 

His Belly is as bright Toory, overlaid with Sap- 


pbires] Belly, in Scripture, is ſometimes put for the 
Heart; As, Joh. y. 38. Out of his Belly ſhall flow Ri- 
vers of living Water. And that Belly, is. here put 
ls 9" 155 Hs e 


my 1 | 32 ] 4 
for the Heurt; is evident, from what follows, Ver. 

9; This pate be of the Spirit, which they that Be 

Gove on Him ſhould receive. And *tis in the Heart of 
* a Believer, that the Spirit of Chriſt dwells, And 
His conſtant abiding there, as a Fountain of Grace, 

is the Cauſe of all thoſe gracious Flows, which pro- 
ceed/out of a. Believer's: Mouth. *Tis out of this 
 Abundance-of his Heart, that his Mouth ſpeaketh. And 
thus 7ev 32. 19, 20. My Belly is as Wine that hath 

no Vent, it's ready to burſt like new Bottles. - I will 
 Tpeaky; that I may be refreſhed. Belly, here likewiſe, 

is put for the Heart, the Fulneſs of Matter therein, 
and the inward Workings thereof: And therefore 
Kuba, reſolves to vent it by the Mouth, to ſpeak, 
that he may be caſed. And thus, the Belly of 
Chriſt, is to be taken for his Heart. The Heart is 
the Seat of Love and Tenderneſs. And wrong Love 

in the Heart, working towards a beloved Object, 
under Miſery, produceth Mercy, and Compaſſion ; 
which is called Bowels, the Sounding of the Bowels, 

or the Heart's making a Noiſe, As Fer. 4. 9. My 
Bowels, my Bowels, I am pained at my very Heart, 

ny Heart maketh a Noiſe in me. And thus, by the 
Belly of | Chriſt, we are to underſtand, His Love, 
Mercy, and Bowels of Compaſſion towards his Spouſe, 

in all her Wants, and Miſeries. And as in the for- 
mer Part of the Verſe, ſhe had ſpoken of his Hands, 

. 4, e. his Worts: So, in this, ſhe ſpeaks of his Heart, 
the Fountain whence they flow, the Cauſe of thofe 
Fe, And the Love, Mercy, and Tenderneſs of 
his Heart, ſhe commends; by comparing it unto 

_ Jdwery, bright Ivory; for its Purity, and Beauty. 
The Love, Mercy, and Bowels of Chriſt, being 
without the leaſt Spot of Impurity ; and of tranſcen- 
deut Beauty. And they muſt needs be To; ws, as 
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Man, he's  ſpotleſe, as God, infioitely pure, and. as 
God-Man, incomparably Beautiful, and immenſely 6b | 
rious. And as is his Per/on, iO :.is his Love, The 
Bowels of Chriſt, are truly Human, and yet truly 
Divine. For as the Divine, and Human Natures, 
are cloſely join'd in his Great Perſon : So the One 
Love of Chriſt, the Church's Bridegroom, hath all 
Perfections in it, both created and uncreated; and 
ſhines forth with an infinite Beauty, an incompreben- 
ſible Glory! And this glorious Heart of Chriſt, - his 
Spouſe has, She deſcribes him as her Own; and all 
his Excellencies, as deeply intereſted in them. And 
therefore His Belly, which is as bright Tvory, muſt - 
needs be a moſt glorious Sight to Her : While ſhe - 
views his Inwards, the Greatneſs of his Love, the 
Depth of his Mercy, the Strength of his Compaſſions, 
working towards her, under all ber Sins, Miſcries and 
Diſtreſles ; and infinitely ſufficient for her compleat 
Deliverance! Eſpecially, ſince his Belly, which is as 
bright Ivory, is — with Sapphires ! The Sapphire. 
is a Precious Stone, of a blue Colour, ſhining with 
golden Sparkles. Thus, Exed. 24. 10. And. they ſaw 
the God 45 Iſrael: and there was under his Feet as it 
vere the paved Work of a Sapphire-Stone, and as it 
were the Body of Heaven in its Clearneſs: That is, 
laue and Shining. And as Blue, is a Colour in Na- 
are, which is leaſt ſubject to Change : So the bright - 
8 Belly of Chriſt, being 9 with Sappbires, ma 
denote in general, his Unchangeadleneſs : Or, That bis 
Love is Unchangeable; his Mercy Everlaſting ; and 
I 


his Compaſſions Never failing. And in Particular, 
The Unchay zableneſs: of all his Grace, as overlaid 
" [ vith His Covenant. Engagements, and faithful Pro- 
> %. The Love, Mercy, and Bowels of Chriſt, 
Nee unchangeable in their own Nature; and further N 
; L 2 1 


are, 
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are, and appear ſo to his Spouſe, as thus overlaid, 
Heb. 6. 17, 18. Whertin God willing more abundant- 
9 to bew unto the Heirs of Promiſe, the Immutabi- 
flity of his Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath. That by 
two immutable Things, in which it was impoſſible for 
God to lie, we might have a ſtrong Conſolation, who 
Have fled for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet before 
t. The Spouſe of Chriſt, has a ſtrong Conſolation, 
in her fleeing for Refuge to lay hold on Him, and 
all his Grace, the Hope ſet before her, as the infi- 
nite Love of his Heart, is overlaid with his Word and 
Oath : Wherein, it is impoſſible for Him, who is God, 
to lie. He has betrotb'd her to Himſelf in Righte- 
ouſneſs, in Judgment, in Loving-Kinaneſs, and in Mer- 
cies : Yea, and in Faithfulneſs too; and ſhe hall know 
the Lox p, Hof. 2. 19, 20. The higheſt Commu- 
nion-Love, is ſecur'd in Union- Love, thus engag'd, 
or thus overlaid, If. 54. 8, 9, 10. With everlaſting 
Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, ſaith the Lorv 
"ty" Redeemer. For this is as the Waters of Noah unto 
Me: For as I have ſworn that the Waters of Noah ſhould 
no more go over the Earth; ſo have I ſworn that I od 
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. And oh, what a 
lovely, joyful, tranſporting Sight is it to the Spouſe 
of Chriſt, to ſee all the Love of her Bridegroom's 
-Heart, overlaid with all his Covenant Engagements 
for her, and faithful Promiſes to her; as ſo many 
rich, unchangeable, ſparkling Gems] Whereby, ſhe 
has his glorious Heart ow, and is ſecur'd of it un. 
 changeably, and for ever! Since his Belly, as bright 


Þ 


Foory, is thus overlaid with Sapphires 75 

Ver. 15. His Legs are as Pillars of Marble, fet upon 

©" Sockets of fine Gold: bis Countenance is as Lebanon, 
excellent as the Cedars, 6; 
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His Legs are as Pillars of Marble, ſet won Sockets 
2 fine Eu Legs, in the Body natural, are the 
t thereof, And Pillars, the Legs of a Build- 

ing. ſuſtain the Structure, and bear its Weight, To 
which, the Alluſion - ſeems to be here. And fo, by 
the Legs of Chriſt, we are to underſtand, His infi- 
nite. Ability to ſuſtain the Church; and that fit, full, 
actual Support, which He affords to it, both in Na- 
ture, Grace, and Glory; as the whole Fabrick thereof 
is built upon him, and the whole Weight of it borne 
by, him, And theſe mighty Legs of His, by which 
he ſupports the Church, in Providence, in Grace, 
and in Glory, are compar'd unto Pillars of Marble : 
For their Coſtlineſs, Art, Beauty and Durableneſi. 
That Support, Chriſt affords to his Church, tho? it 
be to Her, all of the freeſt Grace, yet it coſt the 
Father, and Him dear; even no leſs than the im- 
menſe Riches, the. infinite Treaſures of the Godhead, 
laid out in the meritorious Death of Feſus : That fo 
he might ri/e again, to ſuſtain his Church, in all that 
Life and Glory deſign'd for her. In which, as he 
fitly and firmly bears her Weight ; the Project, and 
Product of infinite Wiſdom ſhines : And the Support 
afforded, with an infinite Variety of Beauties and Glories. 
Which, for Duration, laſts thro” all Time, and unto 
all Eternity. "Tis Chriſt, which builds. the Temple of 
the Lok p, and He that bears the Glory, Zech. 6. 13, 
He builds his Church upon Himſelf, the Rock of Ages; 
and bears her up in Glory, without the leaſt Shake, 
notwithſtanding all the Cunning, and violent Aſſaults 
of the Gates of Hell, in its Power, and Policy againſt 
it, Mat. 16. 18. The whole Glory of the Church, 
ds it flows from him, ſo it's borne by him, and ſhall 
bf everlaſtingly be given to him. Again his Legs, are not 
only commended, as Pillars of Marble, but allo, as ſet 
upon Sockels 7 1025 Gold: That 1s, upon the pure, 


glorious, 
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plorious, Aon derbe Decrees of Heaven. Tbete a are 
the Baſts, upon which all the Support Chriſt affords 
to his Chorch, is founded: Upon theſe it ſtands firm, 
to all the Ends of the Father's Tag” in her com- 
plete Salvation; Thus, John g. The Son can do 
nothing of Himſelf, but what he P the Father do: 

For what Things ſoever He doth, theſe alſo doth the 
Son likewiſe, "Al the mediatory Works of Chriſt, 

and fo this, of his bearing the Church, and ſuſtaining 

all her Glory; are founded upon what the 'Father did, 

in his abſolute Se/tlemenrs, and unalterable Puder 
concerning them, And fo his mighty Legs, ſtand 
Irm, and immoveable, upon theſe Sockets of fine Gold, 
to which they're. fitted, with the utmoſt Exactneſs. 

Oh, the Glory of Chriſt's mighty Legs! What Sup- 


port can they not, and will they not, afford to his 


Church, both here and hereafter, ſince he can uphold 
all Things, with a Word] Heb. 1. 3. And this Word 
of bis Power, ſtands immoveably fixt upon the abſo- 
jute Will of his Father; which he came down from 
Heaven on purpoſe to fulfil! Jobn 6. 38. Oh, how 
uy able are the mighty Legs of Chriſt, to bear 

reatcſt Weights! to bear up his Church, under 


bear her up to perfect Life, and endleſs Glory! 

theſe Legs of His, ſtand firmly fixt upon the Al 
' rable Decrees of Heaven! Well Cares the Spouſe, in 
the Views of. her eternal Security hereby, from end- 


| leſs Death to endleſs Life, admire the Glory of her 
Beloved, as having Legs like Pillars of MG, thus | 


q ſet upon Sockets of fine Gold, 
Hi, Conntenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the 
- Cedars} The Countenance, in Scripture, is put for 


the whole Per/onage, or, a full View of the Perſon, 


12 all his Parts. Ki 2 Sam. N 21. Aud be few an 


* 


at Burdens, from ſinking into Death; yea, 4 


Egyprian, ; 
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Egyptian, a goodly Man. A Man of Countenance + 
As the Word is. Who is call'd a Man of Stature, 
1 Chron. 11. 23. Which ſhews, that his Countenance, 
is put, for the comely Appearance of his whole Fer- 
ſon. And if taken in this Senſe, then by the Coun- 
tenance of Chriſt, we muſt underſtand, The complete 
Glory of his Perſon, in the beautiful Symmetry, or 
comely Proportion of all his Parts. The Spouſe had 
been deſcribing her Beloved, from Head to Foot; and 
now takes a View of him in his entire Glory, as her 
perfect Head, her complete Saviour; and ſays of 
Him, as ſuch, His Countenance is as Lebanon, excel 
lent as the Cedars! Again, Countenance, in Scripture, 
is put for the Face, or, a View of the whole Face, 
As, 2 Cor. 3. 7. The Children of Iſrael could not ſted- 
faſtly behold the Face of Moſes, for the Glory of bis 
Countenance. It's evident, that Countenauce is here 
put for the Face; and the Glory of Moſes's Counte- 
nance, for the Brightneſs that was upon his Face, 
when he had been in the Mount with God, Which 
was ſo reſplendent; that the Children of Jrael could 
not Jook upon his Face, but were afraid to come nigh 
bim. As, Exod. 34. 29, 30. And as the Word is 
frequently us'd in this Senſe ; So by the Countenance 
of Chriſt, we may underſtand, The whole Glory of 
his entire Face; or, thoſe full Manifeſtations of Him- 
felf, which he makes to his Spouſe, when ſhe has 
the moſt comprehenſive Views of his Glory. She had 
deſcrib*d the Glory of his Cheeks, (thoſe leſſer Mani- 
feſtations of Himſelf, when ſhe had but as it were, 
a /ide Look of his Face) by comparing them to a 
Bed of Spices, and to ſweet Flowers: as having a. 
Height, and Fulneſs of Glory and Fragrancy, pro- 
portionable to Themſelves, Ver. 13. And here, the 
deſcribes the Glory of his Face, (or, the moſt full 
. M .eanifeſtation 
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Manifeſtation of Hirnſelf, that He ever makes, and 
ſhe is favour d with) and ſays of it, His Countenance 
is as Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars! Thus the 
moſt bright extraordinary Diſplays of divine Glory, 
the Lord made to his People of Old, were call'd ſee- 


ing of his Face; when compar'd with thoſe they com- 


monly enjoy*d ; which were but as it were, a fide 


Look of his Brightneſs. As, Numb. 12. 6, 7, 8. 7 
there be a Prophet among you, 1 the Lon p, will make 


my ſelf known to Him in a Viſion, and will ſpeak unto 
Yin in a Dream. My Servant Moſes is not fo 
(i. e. Not an ordinary Prophet, and ordinarily fa- 
vour'd: But) With Him 7 will ſpeak Mouth 10. 
Mouth, even apparently, and the Similitude of the 
Loxp "ſhall He behold. And, Exod. 33. 11. it is 


_ faid, The Lox p /pake unto Moſes Face to Face, as a 
Man ſpeaketh unto his Friend, And yet the brighteſſ 


Diſcoveries of the Glory of the Lord, that the Old 
Teſtament Saints had; when compar'd with thoſe 
tranſcendent Diſplays, which New Teſtament Saints 


are favour'd with; were but a fide Look of him, a 


vailed Diſcovery of his Glory. But we all with open 


Face Bebolding as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, 


are changed into the ſame Image, from Glory oF Glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18. *Tis 
a full, open-fac'd View of the Glory of Chi, which 
his Spouſe has now under the Goſpel ; When com- 

par d with that ſhe had under the legal Diſpenſation. 


And yet, the brighteft Diſcoveries ſhe has ever vet 


had, or can have in this World, are till but a fde 
Look of him; when compar'd with that ranſcen- 
dent Diſplay of his Glory, which ſhe Hall have in the 


World to come. Chriſt has ſuch a Countenance, 


ſuch a Face, that will take up Eternity it ſelf, to be- 
bold ihe immenſe Glories of it] But even now, his 
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Spouſe at Times, ſees ſo much of the Gloty of his 
Face, or has ſuch an open-fac'd View of him, ſuita- 
ble to the preſent State; that ftrikes her with equal 
[Tranſports of Wonder, Love and Joy ; and enables 
her to ſay of him to others, as the Spouſe here, to 
the 9 of Feruſalem: Hit Countenance is as 
Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars! Lebanon, was a 
moſt fruitful; beautiful, fragrant Mountain in the 
Land of Canaan, Deut. 3. 15. Judg. 3. 3. And there- 
_ the Glory, Froifulneſs and Fragrancy pro- 
is' d to the Church, is ſet forth by it. As, J 38. 
be It (i. e. the Church, who by Reaſon of Sin, had 
been as a Wilderneſs) foall bloflom abundantiy, and 
rejoice even with Foy and Singing the Glory of Le- 
banon fall be given unto it. And Hoſ. 14. 5, 6. 1 
will be as the Dew unto Iſrael: he Hall grow as the 
, and caſt forth his Roots as Lebanon. His 


WU Branches Hall ſpread, and bis Beauty ſhall be as the 


Otrve-iree, and bis Smell as 1 And as this 
was a moſt excellent Mount; So the moſt excellent 
Things ate compar'd to it, or ſet forth by it. As, 
The Glory of the Church: And, here, The Glory 
' of Chriſt : His: Conntenance is as Lebanon, As 
Lebanon was a molt ſtately, beautiful Mount to 
the Eye, abounding with refreſhing Sweetneſs: So, 
and much more, is the Countenance of Chriſt, a moſt 
glorious, beautiful Proſpect to the Eye of his Spouſe, 
which affords her all Manner of Delights: So that 
while ſhe beholds him, ſhe lives amidſt Glory and 
Sweetneſs,. to their utmoſt Heights! His Counte- 
nance is ſaid to be, a Lebanon; © becauſe bat was 
one of the greateſt Beauties, and Excellencies in Na- 
ture. But what are all the Glories and Perfections of 

Nature put tagrt ber, what low, inconſiderable Things, 
yea, what empty * compar d = 


* 


* ; 
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His, who is the God of Nature, Grace, and Glory 
How is Lebanon itſelf, Out. ſbone, by the raviſhing 
Beauties, the infinite Glories of Chriſt*s Countenance ! 
So that, whatever Soul would know what Chrift is, in 

his on Glory and Sweetneſs; muſt have intimate 
Acquaintance with. Himſelf. There being nothing 
hort of Communion with Chriſt, that can acquaint a 
Soul, with What He 7s; or with the inexpreſſible 
 Glories, and Sweetneſſes which are in Him, and en- 
joy'd by that Soul, that has Fellowſhip with him. 
Becauſe, tho”. all the Excellencies in Nature, are ſum- 
mon'd together, to ſet forth Cbriſt's; yet they fall 
far ſhort of deſcribing them as they are. And needs 
they mut, ſince finite, and limited Beauties, can ne- 
ver fully ſet forth his infinite, and immenſe Glories, in 
their. native Height, :and proper Altitude! So that 
"thoſe Who would know what the Glory, and Sweet- 
neſs of Chriſt's Countenance is; mult come and ſee ! 

And they'll ſoon ſay, from their own- Experience, 
I is as Lebanon! They'll compare it to the greateſt 
'Excellencies in Nature; and find in it, ſuch tran- 
ſcendent Glories, which can never be expreſt by 
Words! And as the Spouſe deſcribes ber. Beloved's 

Countenance, by the Glory of Lebanon; So ſhe adds, 
Excellent as the Cedars | The Cedars, were beautiful, 
ever green Trees, incorruptible in their Nature, and 
excellent in their Stature. And the moſt choice of 
em grew, in Abundance, in Mount Lebanon, 1 
Kings g. 6. Which for their Excellency, are call'd, 
The Trees of the LorD, Eſ. 104. 16. The Trees of 
the "Loxp are full of Sap: the Cedars. of Lebanon, 
which He hath planted. And Mount Lebanon, as 

thus richly, and plenteouſly adorn'd with Cedars, for 
its Beauty and Glory, was call'd, The Garden of God, 
Ezck. 31,8. And the tall Cedars thereof, with their 
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full, and beautiful Branches, had a Majeſtick Glory 

in them. On which Account, the Majeſty of Kings, 

was reſembled” by them. As, Ezek. 17. 3, 12. And 

the Majeſtick Glory of the Church, in her abundant ' 

Fruitfulneſs; is ſet forth by the ſhaking of Lebanon, 

i. e. by the Majeſtick ſhaking of the Trees that grew 

thereon, P/ 72. 16, There ſhall be an handful of 

Corn in the Earth upon the top of the Mountains; the 

Fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon. And as the 

Counttnance of Chriſt, is ſaid to be excellent as the 

Cedars : It denotes, The Height, Fulneſs, Beauty, 

Majeſty, Unchangeableneſs and Eternity of his Glo- A 
Was Mount Lebanon, in the Glory of its choice 

Cedars, a moſt ſtately, beautiful Sig? Much more 

ſo, is the Countenance of Chriſt, in whom the Fulneſs 

of the Godhead dwells Bodily ! His Countenance, is ex- 

cellent as the Cedars of Lebanon, in Nature; as the 

Cedars of Lebanon, or the Church, in Grace; and as 

the Cedars of Lebanon, or the Church, in Glory! And 

infinitely over - tops them all! All their Glory is deriv'd 

from him, meets in him, and ſhines in his Counte- 

nance, with the brighteſt Refulgency : Yea, is infi- 

nitely out. hone, by his immenſe and all-ſurpaſſing Glo- 

ty And therefore the Spouſe might well ſay,” (and 

ſay the utmoſt ſhe could, by way of Compariſon) 

His Countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars ! 

And, Oh, Happy They, who are beſt with a Proſpet# 

1 thereof! N 

f WW Ver, 16. His Mouth is moſt ſweet: Yea, be is altoge- 

, tha tovely. This is my Beloved, and this is my 

Friend, © ye Daughters of Jeruſalem. 7 

His Mouth is moſt feweet :) The Spouſe had com- 

10 par'd her Beloved's Lips, unto Lillies, dropping fweet 

ſmelling Myrrb, Ver. 13. by which the precious Words. 

ll, 7” * hats 9 5 
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oi bis Mouth are intended. And here ſhe com 
mends his Month; not by comparing it to this or 
* - that particular Sweet; or Degree of Sweetneſs, but by 
Calling it moſt ſweet, or, Sweetneſſes, as the Word is. 
She ſays, It is Sweetneſs, in the Abſtract. Sweetneſſes 
in the Plural: Becauſe Sweetneſs, in its Perfection, 
Sweetnelſs, in all its Kinds, is ſummed up therein, 

as in its proper Element, and Height of Glory, 
- And by the Mouth of Chriſt, here, as it ſtands di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from his Lips, Ver. 13. I underſtand, 
the Kiſſes of his Mouth; or the moſt ſweet, and 
ſenſible Manifeſtations of his Love, in the powerful 
Application of the Declarations, and Promiſes of his 

- Grace, His Lips drop thoſe precious Words, which 
are the Matter of his Spouſe's Conſolation ; and his 
| Mouth applies it to Her in particular, and ſeals it as 

it were with a ſweet, and powerful Kiſs: While he 
brings home the precious Promiſes to her Heart, 
with the greateſt Sweetneſs, the moſt glorious Power, 

and the higheſt Evidence of ber Intereſt, in all bis 
Grace, And for theſe Kiſſes of Chriſt's Mouth, the 
Spouſe earneſtly long'd, Ch. 1. 2; Let bim kiſs me 
wit the Kiſſes of bis Mouth: For thy Love is beiter 
than Wine. Kiſſes, eſpecially in the Conjugal Rela- 
tion, are Expreſſions and Tokens of mutual Love. 
And ſo the Kiſſes of Chriſt's Mouth, reſpect thoſe 
ſpecial Manifeſtations of his Love, which his own 
Spouſe, and none but ſbe, is favour'd with. And 
therefore, when ſhe prays for theſe ſweet Kiſſes, ſhe 
"= this as a Reaſon : For thy Love is biater than 

ine. That is, thy Love, manifeſted in the &)ſſes of 

thy Mouth, is better to me, than the moſt exhilera- 
ting Vine, to the drooping Spirits. And of this 
Mouth of Chriſt, the Spouſe ſays, It is fweet, woſt 
feet! or. Sweetneſs, Sweetneſſes “ Oh, None know 


the 
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the Sweetneſs of Chriſt's. Mouth, but bis own Spouſe, 
who enjoys it! Others bear of Chriſt's Sweetnels : 

and that's all. For they know nothing of it experi- 
mentally. They neither /ee his Glory, nor enjoy him 

as their Own. Nor are they ever favour'd with one 

Kiſs of his ſweet Mouth. No; Chriſt manifeſts 

his Love to none by the ſweet Killes of his Mouth; . 
but to thoſe who are entirely and eternally intereſted. 

in the infinite Love of his Heart. And ibeſe, when 

thus favour'd, find his Mouth to be mo} feweet in- 
deed! All in Chriſt is feweet, yea, Sweetneſs itſelf, 
And his Spouſe knows it to be /o.; which makes him 

the Chiefeſt of Ten Thouſand in Her Eye, even when 

ſhe ha'n't immediate Communion with him. But 
when ſhe lives at his Mouth, and finds all the Sweet- 
neſſes in Chriſt, to be her own, for her preſent En- 
joyment, and endleſs Solace; while the weetneſs of 

his Heart, vents itſelf. upon her by the Sweetneſs of 

his Mouth, to the utmoſt Delight of her ſpiritual 
Senſe; Then ſhe lives in Sweetneſs, in-Sweetneſſes 
inexpreſſible! Oh what is it, to have one of the 

' Kiſſes of Chriſt's Mouth To have one Moment's 
Communion with him in his boundleſs Love, his infi- 

nite Sweetneſs, ſhed abroad in the Heart, by the 

Holy Gheſt, thro' the Word of Promiſe; Witneſſing 

to the Soul, its*particular Iutereſt therein, and ſealing 

it up to the Day of Redemption! *Tis a Foy, that 

hath never entred into the Heart of the natural Man, 

to conceive of | that S/rangers intermeddle not with}! 

And if the Mouth of Chriſt be ſo feet, here in 
Gracht what will it be in Glory If now and then a 
Moment's Communion with him, be ſo ſweet to his 
Sptaſe here below : How will ſhe. be immers'd in 
Sweetneſs, and overwhelm'd with Pleaſures, wen 
the full Tides of his Love, ſhall eternally flow out 

_— - oo 
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upon her, to that Fulneſs of poy, thoſe Rivers of 
Pleaſures, which are at his Right Hand for evermore ! 
Mean while, ſhe finds ſo much Sweerneſs in his 
Mouth, at Times, that enables her to ſay, from 
bleſſed Experience, as here, His Mouth is moſt ſweet ! 
To which ſhe adds, | | WY 

Dea, He n altogether lovely) The Spouſe had 
been deſcribing the Glories of her Beloved, in his 
reticular Parts, by reſembling them to the chiefeſt 

| n. the greateſt Excellencies in Nature; and 
likewiſe ſummed up the V bole, general Glory of his 
Perſon, and Majeſtick Appearance; and ſaid of this 
his Countenance, it 1s as Lebanon, excellent as the 
Cedars! And now, in this Verſe, both in this, and 
the former Clauſe, ſhe gives over defcribing her Be- 
loved by Creature-Beauties and Excellencies ; they be- 
ing all much too low, to ſet Him forth, in his own 
native Worth, and tranſcendent Glory z and betakes 
herſelf to the infinite Glories of her Beloved's Perſon, 
to tell what Hz is: His Mouth is moſt fweet : Tea, 
Fe is altogether lovely! q. d. If ye would know what 
my Beloved is; you muſt take up his Excellencies, 
in their own Light. In the former Clauſe, His 
Mouth is moſt ſweet, She declares the Nature, and 
Glory of intimate Communion with him in Love; and 
fays of it, Ir is Sweetneſſes, the Element of Sweetneſs, 
of Stweetnefſes! And in this, She declares the Glory 
of his Perſon, in the comprehenſive Fulneſs, of its 
incomprehenſible Greatneſs : Yea, He is altogether 
lovely! or, all Defires ! as the Word is. "And this 
being brought in with a yea; intimates a Kthd of 
Diſſatisfaction, which the found in the Deſcription 
ſhe had given of him; as being much. roo low, to 
ſet forth His Unſearchable Glory. Concerning which, 
his Spouſe. did, doth, and ever will find herſelf 
ate 1 3 under 
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under à Neceſſity, when, ſhe has ſaid all ſhe can, fill 
to add a yea / to it. And it likewiſe ſets forth, that 
vaſt Efteem ſhe had of Him, and of his infinite Ex- 
cellencies, So that His Glory, being the moſt de- 
lightful Theme ſhe cou'd dwell on; ſhe begins 
again with it, when ſhe had done as it were, with a 
yea! Hz is altogether lovely ! And 'tis as if ſhe 
ſhould ſay, 1 have told you what my Beloved is, 
both in Particular, and in General; and have ſet 


forth His Excellencies, by a Choice Variety of the 


Chief of Nature's Beauties: But don't think I have 


« deſcrib'd him fully, have ſaid All that can be ſaid 
of him, or have told you what he is in Himſelf. 
No; There's ſuch an infinite Variety of Beauties 
© in Him, ſuch an Immenſfity, and Eternity of all 
* Glories; that it would be endleſs for me, either to 
* enumerate, or deſcribe them! And therefore, I 
* caſt all the Particulars I have mention'd, into one 
Sum Total; and ſay of Him, yea, Hx is altogether 
lovely! She began her Diſcourſe, with a General 
Deſcription of his Glory, Ver, 10. My Beloved is 
White and Ruddy, the Chiefeſt among Ten Thouſand! 
And ſo ſhe here cloſes it, with a yea, He is altoge- 
ther lovely! Which ſhews, That as He is the Sum 
of all Bleſſedneſs in Himſelf : So the Center of Her 
Soul, the Sum of Her Delights, yea, of all Delights! 
As She here expreſly ſays, He is all Deſires] That is, 
all Things that are truly deſirable, meet in Him, uni- 
verſally, unchangeably, eſſentially, and eternally ! 
And tis as if . ſhe ſhould ſay, Stretch your 
Thoughts to the utmoſt Extent of all that's de- 
* firable, in Perſons or Things, in all Worlds, in all 
* Times, and unto all Eternity: And this, My Be- 
© loved is! He is all Defires! He is them all, fas 
* ſtantially,: and eſſentially ! He is all of them, uni- 
1 r © yerſally, 
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a 
bly, | and eternally! Tea, let 


| Vyerfally, wnchangea 
all, even the moſt enlarged Saints on Zarth, and 
the more capacious Saints in Heaven, with all the 
* Hofts of Angels, in their bright eg 

of all 


- , © ftretch their Thonghts to the urmoſt Extent, 


they can poſſibly defire, both particularly, and uni- 
verſally, for preſent, and future, even to an end- 
© lefs Eternity: And this, my Beloved is! He is all 
© Defires ! All Beauties, in their vaſt Variety, perpe- 
© tually meet, and radiantly fine, in all their bright 
_ ©' Luftre, in the one, unchangeable, and eternal Glory 
of His Great Perſon !* And as He is All Defires, 
'Relatinely, with reſpect to the Creatures, as all, that 
all the moſt excellent of them can poſſibly deſire, 
in all States, at all Times, and unto all Eternity, to 
fill em with all Pleaſures; Meets in His One, All- 

comprehending, and Eternal Glory: S0 he is, All 
Deſires, Ab/o/nutely - That is, Al that can be defired, 

either by God, Angels, or Men, meets in Him? Such 
are the infinite Perfentions of his Glorious Perſon, that 
he is Gop's Delight! My Soul, ſays he, Delighterh in 
Bim, IIa. 42. 1, The Soul of God the Pather, if 1 
may ſo ſay, finds all its Defres, complacently fil”, 
to an Infinity, and Eternity of Detipht; with the 
AImmenſe, unchangeable, and endleſs Giories of his 
own Son! And therefore the Spouſe might well glory 
in this her Beloved; fince he is ſuch a Great Perſon, 
of ſach boundleſs, and immenſe Glones; that he is 
the Beloved, even, of Gop Himſelf! HE is ALL 
Defires! What could ſhe ſay more? Had ſhe em- 
ploy'd her Tongue to an eternal Space, as ſſie will 
do, in commenting, and adoring his Excellencies ; 
might not all be ſumm'd up in this one Word, H 
is all Dgfres! And as ſhe thus winds up her D:/- 
cecaurſe, and berſeif thereby, into the infimite Glory of 


her 


199] | 
her Beloved's penn; ſo it ſhews, that the kde + 
Souls are acquainted, with Chriſt; the greater Efteem 
they have of Him, The Excellencies of a Creature, 
yea, of all of em put together, may be ſoon ſounded ; 
and thoſe who were once their Admirers, may quickly 
want Matter, either to maintain, of increaſe their 
Admiration, But the Glories of Chriſt, are a bottom- 
leſs Ocean, that can never be fatbom' d; a boundleſs Sea, 
that can never be ſail'd over; an infinite Height, that. 
can never be reach'd; and an Eternal Length, that 
can never be ended} And as, in their full Variety, 
and entire Beauty, they'll always abide the fame, in 
| His unchangeable Perſon : So they'll always appear 
new to his Spouſe, and admit of new Diſplays to all 
| fimite Minds; by reaſon of their Immenſi ity, in His 
| infinite Perſon ! Whereby he'll, /atiate all his Saints, 
and Angels with the Vi 1 on of bis Face, to an'endleſs 
Eternity! And ſo tranſport em with new Delights, 
under. the net, and increaſing Biſplays ot his infinite 
Glory; as to attract them in their different Sphyres, 
and according to their diſtinct Relations, unto: Him. 
ſelf for ever; and make it thereby, impoſſible for 
them to /oſe their Bliſs, by caſting an Eye from off 
Him, or ſo much as a ſingle Thought from off bis 
immenſe Glories; to an eternal Space! And the nearer 
the Saints come to Perfection, the deeper they dive 
| into, and the more intenſely they delight in the per- 
nal Glories of Chrit, Thus Eph: 4. 13. Till we all 
come in the. Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
ef kbe Son of God, unte 4 Perfect Man, unto tbe 
Meaſure of - the Stature of. the Fulneſs of Cbriſt. The 
Happineſs of Chriſt's Spouſe, in the Height of per- 
fect Glory ; will conſiſt in the Knowledge of her Be- 
loved, in his Perſonal Excellencies, as the Son of God, 
or in a perfect Nieren of Ds and eternal Com- 
1 N munion 
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mution with him, in all his Immenſe Glories, as the 
Sion of God! When to endleſs Ages; to his eternal 
Honour, and to her eternal Joy in him, and Endear- 
ment to him, ſhe'll. fay of Hin, as here, He 1. 
altogether lovely! of, all Difirts Te which ſhe 
- gladly ſubjoins, 8 N ee 
Tui is ny Beloved, and ibis is my Friend, O Daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem !] Here ſhe exults, and glorits in 
Her Beloved: This! This is HE] And as ſhe had be- 
gun with Intereſt in his Perſon and Glory: My Be. 
loved, &c. ſo ſhe ends: This in my Beloved, And 
*tis as if ſhe ſhould ſay, I ha'n't been deſctibing 
the Glory of ſome excellent Perſon, that I have no 
Relation 1, nor Intereſt in: But of One, that is en- 
ttirely, and eternally Ming. This is ny Beloved! One 
n that I have the neareſt Union to, and Communion 
win; One that is infinitely lovely in Himſelf, that 
© infinitely vet Me, and that 7 entirely love, with 
the utmoſt Intention, the higheſt Affection of my 
<« Soul” And as this excellent Perſon, is my Be- 
loved; fo likewiſe, ibis is my Friend? As if ſhe 
Thould ſay, By my Sin, Unkindneſs, and Ingrati- 
'* tude, I have juſtly provok'd my Beloved to with- 
© draw from me for a Moment, which fills my Soul 
with Pain. But as he is my Friend, hell return to 
mee again, He'll put up, and pardon all my Pro- 
- - - © yocations.. For, Ibo is a God like him, that 
| © pardoneth Iniguity, that paſſeth by the Tranſpreſſion of 
d ibe Remnant of his Heritage, becauſe be delighteth in 
- © Mercy! Mic. 7. 18. Such is the boundleſs Cotopal- 
ion, the infinite, and unchangeable Love of this 
1 Friend; that he'll yet command his loving Kind- 
nne, and ſay, concerning me, notwithſtanding all 
my Sinfulneſs, Go yet, lobe a Woman (belouted of 
ber Friend, yet an Adultreſt) according t6 tht 7 
1 3 8 . 1 9 0 
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f the Lon b toward the Children of fa, who 1% 
„h other Gods, and love Fla s nth of Mint, Hol. C 
bin, that is, "wy Friend, loves at all Nn, ry _ 
© 17. 17. Thete's nothing palt, preſent, or tg 
come, has ſeperated, can, or ever ſhall be able tc 
e ſeperate Me, from H's in variable everlaſting Lobe, 
* Rom. 8. 38, 39. In which my. coinplee Deli- _ 7? 
. vetance from all Miſery, to all Glory, is eternal, 

ſecur'd! How Bleſſed then am 7, in his my B.-. 
loved, in this my Friend ! O Dau bur of Jetuſater!? +2 
And as upon the Whole, ſhe * thetically ad- 
drefſes the Daughters of Feruſalzm : It denotes, as, 
the inexpreſſible Glories of Her Beſoved, and her trati- | 

ſcendent Happineſs in Him; ſo likewiſe, that atdetit 
D#fire ſhe had, after heir further Knowledge of him, 
4 1 with him. And tis as if he ſhou 
Daughters of Feruſalth, look upon my Be. 

, 1 until you're eamour'd with his infinite Glory! 
© Look upon his fair Face, yea, upon this all far, | 
this altogether lovely One; until youre: ravilh'd | 
© with his incomparable Beauty; and ftruck with ris 
© higheſt Admiration of his incomprehenſible Glory! 
Look upon him, in the Lovelineſs of all his Parts, 
* and in the beautiful Symmetty of the Ven; and 
* ſee whether ye can find ſuch anorber Beloved, in bob 
* Worlds ! You that have known Jomewhat” of his 
Worth; reſt not in what you've already ſeen; but 

rea forward after the fulleſt Er e of his un- 
| nded Excellencies; till your Souls are fd with 

© Love to him, and Longings after him, and reſolve 1 
to ſeek bim with me? © „ 

And as the attracting of their Souls after him, was 

one great End ſhe had in View, in the wonderful De- 

ſeription ſhe gave them, of her Beloved's Glory; ſa 

= End of DU: was s happily ue ot in 1 . 
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2 is thy 125 8 Wl. hither 15 455 Beloved "lt 
3 ws 1 5 that We may ſeek hims. Bk thee, And the 
- * tenſenelsof their Love to him, and the Earheſtoels | 
+ of their Deſires after bim, POE, in, their doubling | 
"* Queſtion: 25 Whither 1s He: gone? Mhilber is He 
' tun daſs? 9. * * No Difeutties ſhall ſtop our Pur- 
5 * uit after Mich, che cob Him with 5 until we 
E 1 * find He, whom: ps Bout loves, whom bur Souls ad- 
3 ire: "Las; Him. who is the Vonder, Laue, and 
Joy: both of Heave and e P- And, Oh happy 
2 I. WhO ate thus 2 4% Cbrill, by omnipotent 
Grace, as the Sum 1 all their Happineſs, and Center of 
- their Blijs 3: Under the Reports they bear of his „ 
e and: eternal Glorjes fas nay) 1. 
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